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Rajnath Singh
@rajnathsingh

On the instructions of PM Shri @
narendramodi, the announcement 

of huge reduction in excise duty on 
petrol and diesel by Finance Minister 

@nsitharaman ji will bring great 
relief to the public. Heartfelt thanks 

to the Prime Minister for taking 
welfare decisions keeping in mind the 

problems of the people.

Anurag Thakur 
@ianuragthakur

Grateful to PM @narendramodi ji for his 
unfl inching support to our athletes and 
encouraging them at every step. The 
India in Deafl ympics contingent was 

ecstatic after interacting with Hon. PM!

SPIRITUAL SPEAK

Pursue the Lord and 
his strength; seek his 

face always!
—Bible

IN-DEPTH

WILL AZAM PAY 
BACK AKHILESH 
IN SAME COIN 
DURING RS POLL

ohammed Azam 
Khan’s reference to 
the “contribution” 
of  his own people in 
his “destruction” 

has left a lot unsaid but one can 
safely presume that he felt be-
trayed by his party and its pres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav. It is no 
secret that during Azam Khan’s 
long period of  trial and tribula-
tion nobody from the party stood 
by him. Shivpal Yadav also ex-
tended his support after he him-
self  was pushed to the sidelines 
by Akhilesh Yadav. It will be no 
surprise if  Azam Khan chooses 
to part ways with the party even 
if  he has nowhere to go.

Azam’s moves will be keenly 
watched during the Rajya Sabha 
elections. The Samajwadi Party 
has 111 legislators, 32 of  whom 
are Muslims. They have to be 
kept in good humour if  Akhile-
sh Yadav has to win the three 
Rajya Sabha seats the numbers 
entitle him to. If  he doesn’t, then 
it will be a sad commentary on 
his leadership which is already 
facing a lot of  questions.

TOP TWEETS

M

f  you earn Rs 
25,000 or more per 
month feel happy 
because you are 
part of  the top 10 

percent of  the wage bracket. 
This group is below the top 
one percent, or the rich, who 
account for 5-7 percent of  the 
national income. Below the 
middle income group are 
those earning less than Rs 
5,000 a month. They consti-
tute 15 percent of  the popula-
tion. Given the subsidised 
ration being distributed 
among the poor and high in-
flation the middle income 
group is the worst hit as it 
gets no financial/material 
support from the govern-
ment. The overall income 
disparity between the top 
one percent and the 15 per-
cent lower income group is 

also far too stark. This ine-
quality gets more pro-
nounced when one looks at 
the trend which shows the 
rich getting richer and the 
poor poorer.

These findings have been 
revealed in the State of  Ine-
quality in India Report of  the 
Prime Minister’s Economic 
Advisory Council released by 

Bibek Debroy, Chairperson 
of  the Council. 

Notably, Debroy said at the 
launch that there’s a lack of  
comprehensive data to bring 
down inequality the report 
has recommended a guaran-
teed employment programme 
for the urban unemployed on 
the lines of  Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MNREGA) 
and a Universal Basic In-
come scheme. 

On the face of  it a MNRE-
GA like scheme for urban 
areas looks impractical in 
view of  the differences in the 
nature of  rural and urban 
activities.

For a complete picture of  
the economy, the government 
must come out with the data 
about monthly per capita ex-
penditure. 

INCOME DISPARITY 
SYNDROME

Debroy said at the launch 
that there’s a lack of 

comprehensive data to 
bring down inequality, the 

report has recommended a 
guaranteed employment 
programme for the urban 

unemployed on the lines of 
MNREGA and a Universal 

Basic Income scheme

I

Promoted by 
Shree Cement Limited

n May 10, the newly appoint-
ed Vice-Chancellor of  Jawa-
harlal Nehru University, the 
distinguished Santishree 
Dhulipudi Pandit, according 
to newspaper reports said 
that India did not learn ‘dem-
ocratic values’ from the Brit-
ish. From where did we learn 
these values? Who intro-
duced the democratic elec-
toral process in India? Bur-
ma was a democracy till 1962. 
In that year General Ne Win 
over threw Thakin Nu’s dem-
ocratic government.

Did the Cholas really run a 
democracy, did they have a 
Parliament, was the Ruler 
elected by the people. India 
Cultural nationalism? The 
Culture of  Tamil Nadu is dif-
ferent from the culture of  the 
Braj region, where I come 
from.

India was ruled by Mus-
lims for nearly a thousand 
years. They were a minority. 
The Muslims ruled over us 
with the help of  us Hindus. 
No democracy during the 
Mughal rule, leave alone the 
Guptas or Harsha. Ghazni 
looted the Somnath Temple 
many times, did any Hindu 
ruler challenge him. Does 
historical evidence exist that 
Ghazani was ever effectively 
challenged. Who said govern-
ment of  the people, for the 
people, by the people. Not 
Swami Dayanand Saraswati. 
Yes, Panchayats did exist in 
certain parts of  Bharatvar-
sha but these were not na-
tional institutions. 

Can the erudite, Vice-Chan-
cellor produce facts about 
Draupadi and Sita being real 
historical persons. Read Gan-
dhiji, he categorically states 
that they were mythological 
figures. Incidentally the Cho-
las did not rule this country 
for 2000 years.

Santishree Pandit is quot-
ed in the Indian Express 
thus, “Many people believe 
that feminist or women’s 
rights movement began only 
with Marx and ended there.” 
I have read a fair amount of  
the writings of  Marx. He 
treated his wife abdominally. 
The greatest Marxist histo-
rian of  the 20th century Eric 
Hobsbawm, nowhere men-
tion Marx’s feminism. As far 
as I can recall, Karl Marx 
was not a feminist. Gandhiji 
was. He had Sarojni Naidu 
elected President of  the Con-
gress in 1925. 

I sincerely hope that the 
erudite Shrimati Dhulipudi 
Pandit has been misquoted. 
However, the fact cannot be 
denied that Brahmins had 
till very recent times were 

addressed as gurus. All spir-
itual, intellectual and schol-
arly activity in Bharatvash 
from the beginning of  time 
was solely under the supervi-
sion and control of  this ex-

traordinary Community, 
whose population has never 
reached double figures. I am 
subject to correction.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY 

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

India did not learn ‘democratic 
values’ from the British: Dhulipudi

O
K NATWAR SINGH

The author is Former Minister 
of External Affairs of India

Many 
people 

believe that 
feminist or 

women’s 
rights 

movement 
began only 
with Marx 
and ended 

there.
—Santishree 

Dhulipudi Pandit

LOSS OF CONGRESS 
IS GAIN OF BJP

Sunil Jakhar naturally was 
upset and spoke up criti-

cally of the so-called high 
command. A show cause 

notice was sent to him. This 
was the breaking point. He 

resigned from the Congress 
party and joined BJP. The 
loss of the Congress was 

the gain of the BJP. 

YOUNG PATEL 
RESIGNS CONGRESS

Hardik Patel, the very 
young and active patidar 
leader too has resigned 

and lambasted the unsa-
voury activities going on at 
the Udaipur Shivir. He was 
particularly hard on Rahul 

Gandhi. Not a happy situa-
tion for the Congress.

WITTY NAVJOT SIDHU IS IN PATIALA JAIL

Navjot Singh Sidhu was, in his youth a World class cricketer. 
Had he been a less unpredictable and centrifugal individual, he 

would have captained our Test Team. Unfortunately his cricket ca-
reer ended rather abruptly. His TV programme was hugely popular. 
He is a naturally witty person. His TV audiences ran into millions. 
He had to give up his TV occupation after joining politics. 1988 has 
fi nally caught up with him. In that year he had a fracas with a car 
driver at a car parking lot. Sidhu, in a fi t of temper hit the man who 
died on the spot. On Friday 20, Navjot Singh Sidhu was sentenced 
to one year’s rigorous imprisonment. He is now in Patiala jail. 

MeT: MONSOON WILL 
KNOCK DOOR IN NEW 
DELHI BY JUNE END

Climate change has arrived. 
Never has the summer 

temperature in Delhi been 
higher and for so many 
weeks. The MeT predicts the 
monsoon in Delhi will break 
towards the end of June.

AFTER-EFFECTS OF CHINTAN SHIVIR

The post Chintan Shivar scenario must worry serious minded congressmen and Congress 
Women. Sunil Jakhar has been an active member of the Party for decades. He could have been 

president of the Punjab Congress Committee, if a nasty female had not pronounced that a Hindu 
could not become PCC President. This was incredible. 
Nowhere has it been written in the Congress Constitu-
tion that a Hindu cannot become PCC President of Pun-
jab because he is a Hindu. Sonia Gandhi should have 
overruled the woman. She did not. Jakhar naturally 
was upset and spoke up critically of the so called high 
command. A show cause notice was sent to him. This 
was the breaking point. He resigned from the Congress 
party and joined BJP. The loss of the Congress was the 
gain of the BJP. Sunil’s father was Speaker of the Lok 

Sabha twice an Governor of Madhya Pradesh. Hardik Patel, the very young and active patidar 
leader too has resigned and lambasted the unsavoury activities going on at the Udaipur Shivir. He 
was particularly hard on Rahul Gandhi. Not a happy situation for the Congress.



BJP sets the sail for the 
‘Mission 2024’ in Jaipur meet
Aishwary Pradhan

Jaipur: Keeping the Mis-
sion 2024 in mind, the 
BJP has set guidelines 
for the party offi ce 
bearers with focus on 
membership campaign 
and to treat all party 
members and workers 
as a family. BL San-
thosh, national general 
secretary (org), on Sat-
urday directed the offi ce 
bearers to have constant 
communication with the 
members and involve 
them in the organiza-
tion work like a family. 
Santhosh discussed the 

organizational pro-
gress with the General 
Secretaries of all the 
states on the last day of 
the 3-day national offi ce 
bearers’ meet here. The 
guidelines were also 
issued regarding various 
programmes in view of 
the Lok Sabha Mission 
2024. As per sources, 
special focus has been 
put on the states of 
Rajasthan, Gujarat, 
Karnataka, and Madhya 
Pradesh. After the next 
three months, the target 
met in this meeting can 
be reviewed again.

  More on P3 

Bihar rain fury kills 33; 
floods compel 500 in 
Assam to live on tracks
Patna: As many as 33 
people were killed in 16 
districts after gale 
storms, lightning, and 
heavy rains wreaked 
havoc in Bihar.

Uprooted trees have 
obstructed roads and 
damaged electric poles, 
interrupting vehicular 
travel and power supply.

Chief  Minister Nitish 
Kumar announced a 
compensation of  Rs. 4 
lakh each to the kin of  
the deceased, while 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi consoled the 
deaths.

Meanwhile, floods in 
Assam have forced more 
than 500 families to live 
on the railway tracks 
with not much support 
from the government.

Notably, the tracks 
were the only high 
ground left that had not 
been swamped in flood-
waters so far.

Delhi prof arrested over 
‘Shivling’ post, gets bail
New Delhi: Delhi Uni-
versity associate profes-
sor Ratan Lal who was 
arrested late on Friday 
night for a social media 
post on the ‘shivling’ al-
legedly found inside 
Varanasi’s Gyanvapi 
mosque complex re-
ceived bail on Saturday, 
May 21.

The Hindu College 
history teacher was 
charged with promot-
ing enmity and outrag-
ing religious feelings.

In the aftermath of  
Lal’s arrest, there were 
midnight protests at 
Delhi University, de-
manding his release. 
On social media, too, 
many criticised the sti-
fling of  rights and de-
manded the release of  
the scholar.

His arrest came after 

an FIR was lodged based 
on a complaint filed by 
a Delhi-based lawyer. In 
his complaint, advocate 

Vineet Jindal said Lal 
had recently shared a 
“derogatory tweet on 
the Shivling”.

Delhi University professor Ratan Lal outside Tis Hazari Court.

WHAT THE TIS HAZARI COURT SAID?
New Delhi: The feeling of hurt felt by an individual cannot 
represent the entire group or community and any such com-
plaint regarding hurt feelings has to be seen in its context 
considering the entire spectrum of facts/circumstances. 
The accused shall strictly refrain from posting any social 
media posts or interviews regarding the controversy which 
resulted in the present FIR.

Ramban tunnel collapse: 
10 bodies recovered so far
Jammu: Nine bodies 
were pulled out from 
the rubble of  a land-
slide which hit one end 
of  an under-construc-
tion tunnel on the Jam-
mu-Srinagar national 
highway two days ago, 
taking the death toll in 
the incident to 10 on 
Saturday, officials said.

With the bodies of  all 
the missing workers re-
covered, the two-day 
rescue operation ended 
late on Saturday even-
ing. Three persons who 
survived were taken to 
hospital by the rescu-
ers shortly after the in-
cident on the interven-
ing of  Thursday and 
Friday.

Earlier, the officials 
had said that a portion 
of  the under-construc-
tion tunnel at Khooni 
Nallah in Ramban dis-

trict collapsed soon af-
ter the work on the pro-
ject started.

But on Saturday, the 

deputy commissioner 
of  Ramban Mussarat 
Islam quoted the Na-
tional Highway Author-
ity of  India (NHAI) to 
say that a landslide had 
hit the mouth of  the 
adit tunnel to T4.

The body of  one per-
son was recovered on 
Friday, while three oth-
ers, including two lo-
cals, were rescued and 
are stable.

Rescue efforts underway to save workers trapped under debris.

Bodies of all the 
missing workers 
were recovered 

from the scene of the 
landslide outside the mouth 
of adit tunnel during the 
day-long hectic search.

—Mussarat Islam, 
Ramban deputy commissioner

NSE MANIPULATION CASE

CBI raids properties linked 
to Chitra in Delhi, Mumbai, 
other cities across country
New Delhi: The CBI 
Saturday conducted 
searches at multiple 
locations in connec-
tion with its probe 
into the alleged 
bourse manipulation 
case against former 
National Stock Ex-
change CEO Chitra 
Ramkrishna. Sources 
said the raids are be-
ing conducted across 
Delhi, Gurgaon, Noi-
da, Mumbai, Kolkata 
and Gandhinagar.

“The searches are 
being conducted at the 
premises associated 
with some stock bro-
kers who manipulated 
the co-location facility 
provided by the NSE 
in connivance with its 
officials,” a CBI offic-
er said.

The agency had last 
month filed a 
chargesheet against 
Chitra Ramkrishna, 
former CEO and MD of  
National Stock Ex-
change (NSE), and for-
mer NSE COO Anand 

Subramanian in con-
nection with its case.

The CBI’s case per-
tains to charges of  
brokers being given 
preferential access to 

NSE’s trading system 
in the form of  a co-lo-
cation facility, 
through which they 
bought “rack space” 
for their servers.

CHITRA AND YOGI: THE CHAIN OF EVENTS
 The CBI had arrested 
Subramanian and Ram-
krishna in February and 
March, respectively. 

 The agency regis-
tered the case in 2018 
but action against the 
two followed a report 
of the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI), which indicted 
Ramkrishna for illegal 

appointment of Subra-
manian and for alleg-
edly sharing confi dential 
information related 
to the bourse with a 
“Himalayan Yogi”. 

 On February 11, 
Ramkrishna was fi ned 
Rs 3 crore by SEBI for 
allegedly violating rules 
in the appointment of 
Subramanian. 

Former Haryana CM 
Om Prakash Chautala 
convicted in graft case

New Delhi: The Rouse 
Avenue Court in Delhi 
convicted former Hary-
ana Chief  Minister Om 
Prakash Chautala in a 
disproportionate assets 
case on Saturday.

The Central Bureau 
of  Investigation filed a 
chargesheet against OP 
Chautala on March 26, 
2010 for allegedly amass-
ing assets worth Rs 6.09 
crore between 1993 and 
2006, which is dispro-
portionate to the legiti-
mate income.

In January 2021, a 
Delhi court framed 
money laundering 

charges against OP 
Chautala in connection 
with the disproportion-
ate assets case.

OP Chautala and his 
son Ajay were also sen-
tenced to ten years’ im-
prisonment after they 
were found guilty of  
corruption in a teacher 
recruitment scam in 
2013. OP Chautala, now 
87 years old, was 
released from jail in 
July 2021.

Om Prakash Chautala

Arguments on 
the quantum of 
punishment to be 
given on May 26

Union Home Minister Amit Shah, during his two-day trip to Arunachal 
Pradesh, on Saturday assured that the inter-state boundary dispute 
between Assam and Arunachal Pradesh will be resolved by next year. 
Union law minister Kiren Rijiju is also accompanying Shah. P7

ASSAM-ARUNACHAL 
BORDER DISPUTE TO 

BE RESOLVED BY 
NEXT YEAR: SHAH

In a relief to fugitive diamantaire Mehul Choksi, Dominican authorities 
withdrew the proceedings over his “illegal entry” into the island nation, 
offi cials said on Saturday. Choksi is wanted by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation and the Enforcement Directorate in the PNB fraud case.

DOMINICA 
WITHDRAWS CASE 
AGAINST FUGITIVE 

MEHUL CHOKSI
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IFS VIVEK KUMAR 
APPOINTED NEW PRIVATE 
SECRETARY TO PM MODI
IFS Vivek Kumar was appointed as 
Private Secretary (PS) to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Saturday. A 
2004-batch offi cer, Vivek Kumar is 
currently the director of the Prime 
Minister’s Offi ce (PM0). 

No ‘stampede-like’ situation in Congress:
Gehlot on leaders leaving party

Yogesh Sharma & 
Naresh Sharma

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has denied 
any ‘stampede-like’ situa-
tion in the Congress par-
ty after Hardik Patel quit 
the Gujarat Congress and 
Punjab Congress leader 

Sunil Jakhar joined the 
BJP. On the question of  
youth leaving the Con-
gress, Gehlot said, “There 

is no stampede among 
the youth leaders. Few 
people have gone before 
and will go further. You 

also see that we do not 
take their leaders.” Ge-
hlot interacted with the 
media at the Pradesh 
Congress headquarters.

Gehlot said, “Con-
gress never takes hard-
core people of  BJP and 
RSS, rather our people 
joing BJP which is not a 
new thing. The ideology 
of  BJP does not suit us 
at all. Till today, only a 
few people from the BJP 
or the RSS would have 
come in the Congress, 
like Shankar Singh 
Vaghela of  Gujarat, rest 
who is accepting them in 
their parties.”  Turn to P10

They have started a 
fire (violence), we 
have to extinguish it. 
Now PM has taken a 
U-turn and said they 
will move forward on 
issue of development

CM Ashok Gehlot pays tribute to former PM late Rajiv Gandhi at 
Kotputli and also paid fl oral tribute at PCC headquarters on Saturday.
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kers who manipulated 
the co-location facility 
provided by the NSE 
in connivance with its 
officials,” a CBI offic-
er said.
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Centre slashes excise duty on 
petrol, diesel to stem inflation

THE MOVE WILL HAVE REVENUE 
IMPLICATION OF AROUND `1 LAKH CRORE 
PER YEAR FOR THE GOVERNMENT

SITHARAMAN ALSO ENCOURAGED 
STATE GOVERNMENTS TO 
IMPLEMENT SIMILAR CUT 

1 2

PETROL `109.53 per litre DIESEL `93.92 per litre 

`200 SUBSIDY ON LPG 
PRICES TO OVER 9 CR
Amid rising oil prices, Union fi nance minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Saturday announced that it will provide a 
subsidy of LPG prices of `200 per gas cylinder to over 
9 crore benefi ciaries under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 
Yojana. The subsidy will be provided for up to 12 LPG 
cylinders, the Centre announced. 

New Delhi: The price 
of  petrol will come 
down by ̀ 9.5, while the 
diesel will be cheaper 
by `7 as Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sithar-
aman announced a 
sharp cut in central 
excise duty on fuel 
prices amid surging 
inflation.

The central excise 
duty on petrol has been 
cut by `8 per litre and 
the same on diesel has 
been cut by ̀ 6 per litre, 
said Sitharaman. The 
government says it 
will lose `1 lakh crore 
by taking the cut on 

central excise duties.
The Minister urged 

states to implement a 
similar cut and pass 
on the benefit to the 
common man.

“I wish to exhort all 
state governments, es-
pecially the states 
where reduction 
wasn’t done during 
the last round (No-
vember 2021), to also 
implement a simi-
lar cut and give 
relief  to the com-
mon man,” ap-

pealed Si-
tharaman.

Narendra Modi
@narendramodi

It is always peo-
ple fi rst for us! 
Today’s decisions, 

especially the one relating 
to a signifi cant drop in 
petrol and diesel prices 
will positively impact vari-
ous sectors, provide relief 
to our citizens and further 
‘Ease of Living.’ JAIPUR DOMESTIC LPG `806.50 per cylinder 



Satyanarayan Sharma

Jaipur: Under a well 
planned conspiracy,  ac-
cused of  constable re-
cruitment exam paper 
leak had switched off  
light at Diwakar public 
school, centre from 
where paper was 
leaked, due to which  
jammer installed at  
centre also stopped. 

Main accused Mohan 
alias Jitendra alias 
Chhotulal clicked a 
photo of  paper from 
strong room and shared 
it on WhatsApp, SOG-
ATS ADG Ashok 
Rathore on Saturday 
told the media. 

SOG arrested Mohan 
and his wife Priya from 
Delhi on Friday. The 
agency has so far ar-
rested 14 people includ-
ing 2 policemen. 
 Rathore said strong 

room at the Diwakar 
public school was ideal 
for paper leak as it had 
several doors. “Accused 
has pre-planned the pa-
per leak after surveying 
school’s premise.”
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Courts are watchdogs of human rights 
guaranteed by Constitution: Guv Mishra
Kashiram Choudhary

Jaipur: Raj Governor 
Kalraj Mishra on Satur-
day said the country’s 
courts are watchdogs of  
human rights guaran-
teed by Constitution.

Speaking at a pro-
gram on ‘Law, Society 
and Public Discourse’ 
here on Saturday, he 
said the judiciary does 
its work by an in-depth 
discussion on all as-
pects, applying the prin-
ciples of  justice, hence 
the public’s trust in ju-
diciary remains intact 
even today.

Mishra said judici-
ary, executive and legis-
lature in country have 
always played an im-
portant role in address-
ing crisis on issues re-
lated to democracy.

He said it is neces-
sary to bring economic 
& social equality.

‘ACCUSED CUT OFF POWER 
OF CENTRE TO LEAK PAPER’
Agency has so far arrested 14 
people including two 
policemen in the case

Chhotulal clicked a photo of 
the paper from the strong 
room & shared on WhatsApp

CONSTABLE EXAM PAPER LEAK

Jitendra alias Chhotulal Priya Rajput

NINE ACCUSED 
PRODUCED IN COURT

The SOG produced 9 
accused in case of paper 

leak of Constable  Exam 
2021. The court remanded 
main accused Chhoturam’s 
wife Priya to police custody 
till Sunday while Diwakar 
Public School manager 
Mukesh Sharma and Roshan 
Kumawat were sent on 
remand till Wed. Court dis-
missed the bail application of 
Rajendra Meena.

He will now be 
questioned on 
how many peo-

ple this question paper 
was sold. Police were 
able to crack the case af-
ter they spotted shoe of 
accused in question pa-
per photo. worn by the 
accused. 
—Ashok Rathore , ADG

14-YR-OLD GIRL GANGRAPED BY 
FIVE, INCLUDING FOUR MINORS
First India Bureau 

Nagaur: A case of  gan-
grape of  a 14-year-old 
girl has come to light in 
Nagaur. The victim was 
raped by five people, 
four of  whom were mi-
nors. The victim’s moth-
er registered a com-
plaint at the Maroth po-
lice station area of  the 
district.

Incident happened on 
April 6 when the victim 
had gone to a village in 
Chitawa police station 
area with family mem-
bers to attend a pro-
gramme when accused 

took her to a field and 
raped. According to 
complaint, one of  the 
minor accused is a rela-
tive of  victim and 4 have 

also been identified.
On May 19, the victim 

narrated her ordeal to 
her mother. A case was 
registered against the 

five on Friday night. 
Maroth SHO Khetaram 
Chaudhary said the mi-
nor’s medical exam was 
done.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur (PTI): Claim-
ing 12th-century war-
rior king Prithviraj 
Chauhan was a Gurjar 
and not a Rajput, a 
Gurjar organisation 
on Friday reiterated 
its demand to depict 
him so in upcoming 
film, starring Akshay 
Kumar.

Set to be released 
next month, film has 
been directed by Chan-
draprakash Dwivedi. 

In a news conference, 
Akhil Bharatiya Veer 
Gurjar Mahasabha 
claimed the facts men-
tioned in epics estab-
lish Prithviraj Chau-
han was a Gurjar ruler. 
Acharya Virendra 
Vikram of  Mahasabha 
claimed in Prithviraj 
Raso Part 1, Prithviraj 
Chauhan’s father  
Someshwar described 
as Gurjar.

Jaipur: With nearly 
three weeks to go for 
RS polls for four seats 
in Rajasthan, Rash-
triya Lok Dal (RLD) 
MLA Subash Garg on 
Friday said that Lok-
dal supremo will 
take a final call on 
whom the party will 
support in Raj Rajya 
Sabha elections. 

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Raising ques-
tions over the poor med-
ical services in the 
state, AAP spokesper-
son Mayank Tyagi ac-
cused Cong of  playing 
with health of  common 
man. He alleged more 
than commitment to 
public health, CM Ge-
hlot is hellbent on sav-
ing his government. 
Tyagi pointed out that 
shocking incidents like 
rat biting the eye of  a 
woman patient in the 
ICU of  MBS Hospital.

Nirmal Tiwari

Jaipur: As BJP de-
manded CM Gehlot 
should reduce VAT fur-
ther, he said that reduc-
tion of  excise on petrol 
and diesel by the cen-
tral government will 
also reduce VAT by Rs 
2.48 per liter on petrol 
and Rs 1.16 per litre on 
diesel in the state. He 
said that this will cause 
a revenue loss of  about 
Rs 1200 crore per an-
num to the state and the 
general public will get 
its benefit.

“Due to the reduction 
in the prices of  petrol 
and diesel by central 
government, state gov-
ernment’s VAT will be 
reduced by Rs 2.48 per 
liter on petrol & Rs 1.16 
per liter on diesel. Pet-
rol will be cheaper by 
Rs 10.48 & diesel by Rs 
7.16 per liter,” he said.

Naresh Sharma

Jaipur: State Sports 
Council’s chairperson 
Krishna Poonia on Sat-
urday said players of  
state no longer need to 
worry about future as 
CM Ashok Gehlot has 
taken a unique initia-
tive to connect sport-
spersons directly with 
employment. 

She said players rep-
resenting Raj and med-
al winners have been 
given government jobs 
through out-of-turn pol-
icy and two percent res-
ervation.

“It is only through 
sports that a player can 
achieve honor and pres-
tige,” Poonia said while 
speaking at the inaugu-
ration ceremony of  the 
62nd Central Residential 
Training Camp held in 

indoor hall of  SMS.
DG ACB B L Soni was 

special guest, said to 
players there is no sub-
stitute for hard work.

ADG Intelligence 
Umesh Mishra also ad-
dressed the players.

Prithivraj was a 
Gurjar king: 
Community asks 
film makers

‘RLD chief to 
decide RS seat’

AAP takes on 
Raj govt on poor 
health system

 LIGHT RAIN BRINGS DOWN TEMP

As it rained on Saturday night in Jaipur, temperature dropped by 3 degree Celsius. Met 
dept said there may be rain with thunderstorms in the next 24 hours in Jaipur, Bikaner and 
Bharatpur divisions bringing temperature down.  —PHOTO BY SANTOSH SHARMA

Rollback excise duty on 
fuel to UPA level: Gehlot
VAT reduction to cause loss of `1200 cr revenue per/yr

Ranjan Gogoi, Kalraj Mishra, Apra Kuchhal, and Raman Nanda 
releasing an autobiography titled ‘Justice For The Judge’. 

Krishna Poonia, BL Soni and Umesh Mishra interacting with 
children in Training Camp at SMS Stadium on Saturday.

Krishna: CM has connected 
sports directly with jobs in Raj

15 new 
municipalities 
created in Raj

GUV MISHRA 
HEADS FOR HIS 
SUMMER STAY 
IN MOUNT ABU

NO JUDGE WANTED TO GET INVOLVED 
IN AYODHYA CASE: RANJAN GOGOI

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The state govt 
on Saturday initiated 
the process to create 15 
new municipalities.  
LSG dept has issued a 
notification of  declar-
ing Tibbi, Khajuwala, 
Basni, Dantaramgarh, 
Gudha, Godji, Barod, 
Mandawar, Boli, Tapu-
kara, Balesar, Neemra-
na, Raniwara, Ajitgarh 
and Hamirgarh to have 
municipalities. Their 
respective Gram Pan-
chayat areas will be the 
jurisdiction of  these ur-
ban bodies.

Jaipur: Governor Kalraj 
Mishra will be on his 
summer stay in Mount 
Abu from May 22 till 
June 30. He will leave 
by train from Jaipur 
Railway Station on 
Sunday morning and 
will reach Mount Abu 
Raj Bhavan by road 
from Abu Road station. 
He will be accompanied 
by his wife Satyavati 
Mishra. Sirohi District 
Collector Bhanwarlal 
and SP Dharmendra 
Singh will receive them. 
Top officials, including 
Governor’s secretary 
Subir Kumar will be 
present there. Mishra 
condoled passing away 
of Jain saints Maharaj 
Chaitanya Tilak & Ma-
haraja Charan Tilak.

Former Chief Justice of India and RS MP Ranjan 
Gogoi was also present in the programme. Mishra 

invited him to see the Constitution Park in Raj Bhavan 
scheduled to be completed by August 15. Gogoi said 
decisions cannot be made due to political and public 
opinion pressure.Moderator and high court advocate 
Raman Nanda asked Gogoi, it took years to come to 
a decision like Ayodhya, Gogoi said technology and 
expectations add pressure but decision beyond a limit 
has to be human minded and legal. Ayodhya verdict 
as a different kind of decision, he said that no judge 
wanted to get involved in the Ayodhya case.First India Bureau 

Udaipur: A team of  of-
ficials of  the Anti-Eva-
sion branch of  Central 
CGST on Friday raided 
office of  Arth Skin and 
Fitness centre located 
in Madhuban area here. 
Officials imposed pen-
alty & recovered Rs. 
13.89 lakh. Team found 
the fitness centre is not 
paying GST as specified 
by govt. “A total of  Rs 
13.89 L has been recov-
ered, including GST of  
Rs 11.89 lakh,” officials 
informed. 

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Shastri Nagar 
police on Saturday res-
cued 10 children who 
were pushed into la-
bour at a bangle factory 
in the city and arrested 
two persons, including 
the factory operator, for 

resorting to unfair la-
bour practices. On a tip-
off, ADCP-North Dhar-
mendra Sagar sent a 
special police team to 
raid the factory. It came 
to light that children 
were being forced to 
work for the whole day 
but given only one meal.

CGST team 
raids skin and 
fitness centre

10 kids rescued, worked 
whole day on one meal
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Jaipur Temp is 28.4°C

Gehlot said that the state had suffered a rev-
enue loss of Rs 6,300 crore due to the two 

reductions of VAT in the past. “Adding today’s 
deduction, the state will have a revenue loss of 
about Rs 7500 crore per annum,” he added. Now 
the prices of petrol and diesel will be Rs 108.48 
per liter and Rs 93.72 per liter respectively. He 
also said it happened due to continuous protests by 

Congress and agenda against inflation 
set in Nav Sankalp Shivir. “However, 

in last two months only, price of 
petrol & diesel had increased 
by about Rs 10 per liter and this 
reduction appears to be just a for-
mality. If central govt really wants 
to give relief to common people, 
then excise duty should be reduced 
to level of UPA govt, due to which 

prices of diesel and petrol will 
be reduced by Rs 70 per 

litre,” he said.

STATE TO BEAR TOTAL REVENUE LOSS OF 
`7500 CR PA AFTER FRESH REDUCTION

GIRL BLACKMAILED, RAPED BY 
A FACEBOOK FRIEND; BOOKED

13-YR-OLD KIDNAPPED FROM 
CHOMU, RESCUED BY POLICE
Chomu: A 13-year-old girl was allegedly 
kidnapped from here on Friday evening. 
Police said the father of the girl had filed 
an FIR regarding the kidnapping of her 
daughter. The police, however, found the 
girl on Saturday and took her into cus-
tody. “The victim’s father has filed an FIR 
against three men for harassing and kid-
napping her daughter. Accused, identified 
as Bittu, used to call victim frequently,” 
said Chomu Thana Incharge Hemraj.

Jaipur: A case of rape has been reported 
by a girl against a youth at the Sindhi 
Camp police station on Friday. Cops have 
registered a case and started an investiga-
tion. According to the 21-year-old girl, a 
Facebook friend blackmailed her with ob-
scene videos raped her for nine months. 
SHO Gunjan Soni said that the victim 
is from Sikar, she became friends with 
Manish Jagir, a resident of Alwar. Victim 
lodged a complaint against the accused.

Sangeeta Beniwal held meet with Bihar Children’s Commission & 
discussed ways to curb child abuse, and rehabilitation.

—PHOTO BY SANTOSH SHARMA

BJP state president Satish Poonia and LoP Gulab 
Chand Kataria demanded that CM Ashok Gehlot 

should also reduce VAT further so that the people in 
the state get further relief. Vasundhara Raje hailed the 
Centre’s decision.

BJP ASKS CM TO FURTHER REDUCE VAT

BIKANER 38.6
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Abhishek Shrivastava 

Jaipur: JDA’s Enforce-
ment wing sealed 102 
buildings and demol-
ished 2799 illegal con-
structions from 1 Janu-
ary 2019 to 20 May 2022. 
It was informed in a 
review meeting chaired 
by JDA commissioner 
Ravi Jain.

The officers said that 
encroachments were re-
moved from 32 main 
roads and 313 other 
roads. At the same time, 
83 common roads were 

made smooth by getting 
them encroachment free. 
Illegal construction was 
also removed from stilt 

parking in 17 residential 
apartments. Also, 2053 
bigha land was made en-
croachment free and 460 

illegal colonies were de-
molished. In the meet-
ing, the commissioner 
directed the officers to 
upload the approved 
plans of  2500 sqm and 
buildings of  18 meters in 
height on the JDA web-
site in a week. He also 
asked to get the green 
file submitted by  au-
thorized architect ex-
amined by the assistant 
town planner of  the 
zone. Jain said that 
there should be no en-
croachment on govern-
ment land.

2799 illegal constructions demolished since January ‘19
JDA ENFORCMENT WING’S REVIEW MEETING

BJP MEMBERS TASKED UP & 
TOLD TO CORNER GEHLOT GOVT
BJP state executive meeting is scheduled in Kota from 10-15 June
Yogesh Sharma & 
Aishwary Pradhan

Jaipur: In the 3-day 
national office bear-
ers meeting of  BJP, 
the leaders have been 
given a task to corner 
the Gehlot govt. Party 
President JP Nadda 
and National Organi-
zation GS BL San-
thosh have asked to 
raise issues against 
Cong ministers and 
MLAs in Rajasthan, 
to highlight incidents 
of  appeasement and 
violence in the state.

They have also 
been tasked to become 
the voice of  women, 
youth, dalits, tribals, 
and create a move-
ment. The party lead-
ership discussed this 
separately with for-
mer CM Vasundhara 
Raje, Satish Poonia, 
Arun Singh, Chan-
drashekhar, GC Ka-
taria, and Rajendra 
Rathore. The leaders 
have been told that se-
rious cases like as-
sault, murder, rape 
are also being exposed 
against Cong minis-
ters and their family 
members and the BJP 
has to raise these is-
sues and remove cong 
from power.

All BJP members 
have been asked to 
travel among the 
public from May 30 
to June 14 and spend 
75 hours in  telling 
people that state 
govt is not imple-
menting the central 
schemes properly.

POONIA: PM 
MODI IS OUR 
FACE IN POLLS

BJP state president 
Satish Poonia on Sat-

urday said that the next 
elections in the state will 
be contested on the name 
and works of PM Modi. 
“Modi’s face, works and 
symbol of lotus will be 
our identity,” he told 
reporters in Jaipur.  “The 
election will be contested 
under collective leader-
ship and the party will 
take a decision on an 
appropriate time,” he 
said when asked about 
the CM candidate. During 
Nadda’s visit, Vasundhara 
Raje, Gulabchand Ka-
taria and Satish Poonia 
were sitting together in 
car at and at the airport, 
to which Poonia said, 
“When everyone is on 
the same platform and is 
united, the morale 
and confi dence of the 
worker also gets impact-
ed,” He also asserted 
BJP’s win in 2023.

LAXMAN SPEAKS 
ON CASTE CENSUS

BJP OBC Morcha national 
president K Laxman 

on Saturday said that BJP 
wishes to conduct a caste 
census but there are many 
complexities in this. Laxman 
said, “Caste census should 
be done in a scientifi c way, 
so that the entire OBC soci-
ety can get justice,”.

‘DECIDE, WITH MUGHALS OR NATION?’

BJP OBC Morcha National President K Laxman being welcomed by Satish Poonia on Saturday.

Dausa:  BJP National GS and Rajya Sabha MP Dushyant 
Kumar Gautam on Saturday offered prayers at Mehandi-

pur Balaji Temple. During his visit, he spoke 
to the media and said, “Gyanvapi case is 
still pending in the court. We will start our 
work once the court gives its judgement. We 
will ensure the implementation of the court 
judgement,” he said.  “The Muslims of this 
country have to decide whether they will 

stand with the nation or with the Mughals, who looted this 
country,” said MP Dushyant Kumar. —Monu Singh

‘BJP rakes up dynasty politics to 
divert attention from real issues’
Yogesh Sharma 

Jaipur: A day after PM 
Modi targeted opposi-
tion on dynasty poli-
tics, the Raj Cong hit 
back on Saturday say-
ing BJP leaders level 
such allegations to di-
vert attention from real 
issues because their 
party has done nothing 
for the development.

Speaking to report-
ers at the PCC office, 

state chief  Govind S 
Dotasra said ‘pari-
varvaad’ exists in the 
BJP as the party has 
given tickets to its lead-
er’s children.

When a leader is 
with the Congress, they 
allege dynastic politics 
against him and when 
the same leader joins 
the BJP, he becomes 
“24-carat gold”, he said 
while remarking Jyoti-
raditya Scindia.

“Who gave the ticket 
to the daughter of  
Kiran Maheshwari? 
Who gave the ticket to 
the son of  
Raje and son 
of  Rajnath 
Singh?” Do-
t a s r a 
asked.

HIGHLIGHTS
l Gossips were in 

place as why the 
meet was held in 
Amer constituency, 
suggesting fruitfulness 
of Poonia’s Delhi visit. 

l In other talks BJP’s 
Suresh Rawat who 
hold family terms 
with Nadda and also 
brought Prasad from 
Pushkar was discussd 
for his ‘no signifi cant 
duty’ in Nadda’s visit.

l Nadda made it possible 
to give a strong positive 
message as he made 
Raje, Poonia Kataria sit 
together in car.

In a first, 27 flights diverted to 
Jaipur, 4 pilots  denied to fly
Kashiram Choudhary

Jaipur: For the first 
time in the history of  
Jaipur airport, 27 air-
craft were diverted si-
multaneously from New 
Delhi in a span of  4 
hours due to bad weath-
er. Moreover, the pilots 
of  4 flights refused to fly 
the planes during the 
night on Friday, which 
affected 4,000 passen-
gers of  the 27 flights.

The process of  arriv-
al of  planes started at 
Jaipur airport from 9.45 
pm on Friday night and 
continued till 12 am. 
One flight was also di-
verted to Jaipur early 
Saturday morning at 
3:55 am. The diverted 
flights included Air In-
dia’s Visakhapatnam to 
Delhi, IndiGo’s Agarta-
la to Delhi, Go First’s 
Mumbai to Delhi, Air 
Asia’s Pune to Delhi 
and so on.

BBB
LEADERS FROM BJP MEET GOT STUCK

Siyol’s name 
pops up in rape 
victim’s suicide
Rajeev Gaur 

Jodhpur: Amid the al-
legations of  former par-
liamentary secretary 
Bhairam Siyol’s in-
volvement in the sui-
cide of  a dalit rape vic-
tim girl, the body of  the 
victim was exhumed for 
postmortem by a medi-
cal board on Saturday.

The victim had com-
mitted suicide on May 
11.  A team of  FSL also 
collected evidence from 
spot in presence of  DM 
on Saturdaty. Mean-
while, former parlia-
mentary secretary Si-
yol rejected allegations 
of  his involvement.

Minority morcha to take
Joshi’s issue to Amit Shah
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: With the rape 
allegations against min-
ister Mahesh Joshi’s son 
becoming a political is-
sue, BJP Minority Mor-
cha National Prez Ja-
mal Siddiqui has said 
that he will talk to Un-
ion Home Minister Amit 
Shah in  in this regard. 

He said, “It is a very 
unfortunate incident. 
This is the culture of  
Congress. Angoor Se 
Tandoor Tak, they ex-
ploit girls and misuse 
daughters. The BJP 
has taken this into ac-
count and will give 
complete justice (to the 

victim), because she is 
a child of  minority so-
ciety and injustice is 
being done to her,”. 

Reacting over his 
son’s involvement in 
rape case, Minister 
Joshi said that he have 
faith in law and order, 
Police is probing the 
matter let the investigai-
ton be completed.

Gauranakshi Sharma, who won a gold medal in the Badminton Team event during deafl ympics 
held in Brazil, met Lok Sabha speaker, Om Birla at his residence in New Delhi on Saturday. 
Gauranakshi hails from Kota, which is Parliamentary Constituency of Speaker Birla.

PCC Chief Govind Singh Dotasra, Rameshwar Dudi, 
Ramlal Jat, and Sandeep Choudhary gatherd at Dotasra’s 
residence in Civil lines, Jaipur on Saturday. Earlier in the 
day Dotasra reacted over Centre’s decison to cut down 
fuel prices by tweeting, “In Udaipur Nav Sankalp Shivir, 
due to the voice of Congress party and Rahul ji to reduce 
infl ation, the Modi government had to reduce the prices of 
petrol and diesel.”

3 trucks caught for GST 
evasion, fined `21 Lakh
First India Bureau 

Jhunjhunu: State GST 
team has recovered a 
fine of  more than Rs 21 
lakh and caught three 
trucks for GST evasion. 
The trucks were load-
ed with aluminium 
scrap, iron scrap and 
marble. Action was 
taken against all the 
three vehicles for lack 
of  GST documents.

Under the direction 
of  Additional Commis-
sioner Dev Kumar and 
Joint Commissioner 
Sunil Meel, Commer-
cial Tax Department, 
Bikaner Division, vehi-
cles were checked un-

der the campaign being 
run against vehicles 
involved in tax evasion. 
The Jhunjhunu team 
checked aluminium 
scrap going from Jodh-
pur to Delhi, iron scrap 
going from Sikar to 
Mandi Gobindgarh 
(Punjab) and marble 
filled truck going from 
Kishangarh to Jhajjar 
(Haryana).

Tortured by GF, NEET 
aspirant jumps to death

Two held for 
conducting sex 
determination

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: A student pre-
paring for the NEET 
exam at a coaching in-
stitute in Kota allegedly 
committed suicide by 
jumping before a train 
at Jaipur’s Khatipura 
railway station on 
Thursday evening. Ra-
hul Jatav (25), a resi-
dent of  Kho-Nagoriyan, 
committed suicide after 
being allegedly har-
assed by his girlfriend 
and her family.

 “A case of  abetment 
of  suicide has been reg-
istered against the ac-
cused. The deceased 
recorded an audio and 

sent it to one of  his 
friends before commit-
ting the suicide, and is-
ntructed to share this 
after 20 mins,” police 
said. “In the recording, 
Rahul accused his girl-
friend and her family 
for torturing him. His 
girlfriend also demand-
ed five lakh rupees from 
Rahul,” police added.

Jodhpur: A woman and 
a man were caught by 
the Pre-Conception and 
Pre-Natal Diagnostic 
Techniques (PCPNDT) 
team for conducting sex 
determination test in 
Jodhpur. They had de-
manded Rs 60,000 for 
the test but the deal was 
settled for Rs 53,000. To-
gether, the two have 
conducted more than a 
dozen tests.

The team got informa-
tion that the two used 
portable sonography 
machines for the test. A 
teamof  Police Inspector 
Ramesh Tiwari sent a 
pregnant woman and 
trapped the accused.—FIB

Rahul Jatav

NEW SCHEMES LIKE ‘GREEN LUNGS’ 
WILL BE DEVELOPED  IN JAIPUR
Jaipur: On the other hand, JDA has issued admin-
istrative and fi nancial approvals worth `34.43 crore 
for fi ve projects of the forest department in order to 
develop ‘green lungs’ and promote eco-tourism in 
Jaipur. The forest department will develop 5 projects 
with this amount. `10.80 crore will be spent in the 
Lalberi forest block of Amagarh and Jhalana for leop-
ard conservation works. For the development of Tiger 
Safari in Nahargarh Biological Park,`4.53 crores will 
be spent while `5 crore will be spent on the develop-
ment and maintenance of Biodiversity Park in Beed 
Govindpura, `6.10 crore for the development and 
maintenance of Biodiversity Park at Beed Goner, `8 
crore on the promotion of wetland in Muhana forest.

Govind Singh Dotasra

Jamal Siddiqui

‘GET THE LEGAL EXAMINATION DONE’

4 PILOTS DENIED TO FLY

The pilots of Air Asia’s Cochin to Delhi, Air 
Asia’s Mumbai to Delhi, Air Asia’s Ranchi 

to Delhi and Vistara’s Mumbai to Delhi fl ight 
left the plane after completing the duty time. 
On the uproar of the passengers, Air Asia 
sent the passengers to Delhi by buses.
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‘CONG NOT ‘BIG DADDY’, RESPECTS REGIONAL PARTIES’
Speaking at an event in London, Gandhi described the ‘fight’ against BJP as a ‘group effort’
New Delhi (PTI): 
Backtracking from his 
stand in Udaipur, Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi said his party re-
spects regional outfits 
and does not want to be 
“the Big Daddy” while 
asserting that the fight 
against the BJP will be 
a “group effort”.

During an interactive 
session at the ‘Ideas for 
India’ conference in 
London, he made a 
scathing attack on the 
BJP government alleg-
ing the “deep state” in 
India is attacking insti-
tutions and capturing 
them such as the media.

Alleging that people’s 
voices are being stifled, 
Gandhi said the Con-
gress will reach out to 
the masses and fight to 
save ‘the idea of  India’.

The former Congress 
chief  asserted his party 
will coordinate with re-
gional outfits to launch 
a nationwide movement 
against the ruling dis-
pensation and will 
reach out to the people 
in a big way.

“We have to coordi-
nate with our friends in 
the opposition. I don’t 
view the Congress as 
the ‘Big Daddy’. It is a 
group effort with the 
opposition. But it is a 
fight to regain India,” 

he said at the conclave.
A video of  the event 

was released by the 
Congress on Saturday.

“The point I made in 
Udaipur, which was 
misconstrued, is that 
this is an ideological 
battle now. It is a nation-
al ideological battle, 
which means that of  
course we respect the 
DMK as a Tamil politi-
cal organisation, but 
the Congress has the 
ideology at the national 
level,” Gandhi said.

“In no way is the Con-
gress superior to other 
opposition parties, we 
are all fighting the same 
battle. They have their 
space, we have ours, but 
an ideological battle is 
taking place is between 
the national vision of  
RSS & that of  the Con-
gress,” Gandhi added.

London: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi addresses the Ideas for 
India conclave in the United Kingdom.  

Congress Prez Sonia Gandhi pays tribute to former PM Rajiv Gandhi 
on his death anniversary, at his memorial Vir Bhumi in New Delhi.

RAUT BACKS RAHUL OVER HIS 
‘KEROSENE’ REMARK ON CENTRE 
Mumbai (PTI): Sup-
porting Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi over 
his “kerosene” re-
mark targeted at the 
Modi government, 
Shiv Sena leader San-
jay Raut on Saturday 
said his party has also 
said the same thing, 
albeit in different 
terms. 

During an event in 
London, Gandhi on 
Friday said the BJP 
has spread kerosene 
all over the country 
and only one spark 
could create a big trou-
ble. When asked about 
Gandhi’s statement, 

Raut told reporters 
here, “What he said is 
true. We have said the 
same thing in differ-
ent words.” 

“It is like strangu-
lating the country’s 

democracy with the 
help of  central probe 
agencies,” the chief  
spokesperson of  the 
Shiv Sena said while 
expressing his view 
on the issue.

Agartala: Timely and wise decision of a pilot on 
Saturday saved Former CM of Tripura Biplab Kumar 
Deb from a chopper mishap at MBB Airport Agar-
tala. The helicopter that was 
supposed to ferry Deb from 
Agartala to Kailashahar reported 
some unprecedented technical 
faults when Deb was onboard. 
Sensing trouble, the pilot can-
celled the take-off and suggested Deb wait in airport 
lobby.Probe into issue might be ordered soon. 

Chandigarh (PTI): Senior Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) 
leader and former Punjab minister Tota Singh, 81, 
passed away at a private hospital in Mohali on Sat-
urday after prolonged illness. 
Singh had served as the agri-
culture and education minister 
in the Akali government. He was 
the senior vice-president and a 
member of the core committee 
of the SAD. He was also a member of the Shiromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee. 

Patiala: Congress 
leader Navjot Sidhu 

didn’t have dinner on 
his first night in Patiala 

jail in Punjab. Sidhu 
was on Thursday 

sentenced by the SC to 
a one-year jail term in 

a 1988 road rage case.  
Sidhu is currently 

lodged in barrack no. 
10 at the central jail in 

Punjab’s Patiala. 

New Delhi: Congress 
leader Adhir Ranjan 
Chowdhury claimed 
his Twitter account 

was hacked after alleg-
edly posting and then 
deleting a tweet with 

ex- PMRajiv Gandhi’s 
infamous quote linked 

to 1984 riots. In this 
regard, Chowdhury has 
filed a police complaint 

with Delhi Police. 

New Delhi (PTI): A 
minor fire broke out 
in the new Parliament 
building in central 
Delhi on Saturday af-
ternoon, officials said. 
Information regarding 
the blaze was received 
at 12.35 pm and five 
fire-tenders were 
rushed to the spot, 
the fire department 
officials said. 

Kolkata (ANI): WB LoP 
Suvendu Adhikari took 
a dig at  ruling TMC 
saying that ‘TMC have 
outdone themselves’ 
by fielding Alo Rani 
Sarkar, a Bangladeshi 
citizen, as a candidate 
for Bongaon Dakshin 
Assembly seatname is 
registered as a voter 
in  electoral rolls of 
Bangladesh. 

FORMER TRIPURA CHIEF MINISTER 
BIPLAB DEB ESCAPES CHOPPER MISHAP

SENIOR AKALI LEADER & EX-PUNJAB 
MINISTER TOTA SINGH PASSES AWAY

SIDHU SKIPS  
JAIL DINNER ON 

FIRST NIGHT

TWITTER ACCOUNT 
HACKED, SAYS 

ADHIR RANJAN  

MINOR FIRE 
BREAKS OUT IN 
NEW PARL BLDG 

SUVENDU SLAMS 
TMC OVER WB 
POLLS

CRUCIAL READ New Raj Bhawan in Goa: Prez to 
lay foundation stone on May 30
Panaji (PTI): Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind 
will lay the foundation 
stone of  the new Raj 
Bhavan building in Goa 
on May 30, Chief  Minis-
ter Pramod Sawant has 
said.

“The President will 
be in Goa on May 30, cel-
ebrated as the state’s 
35th Statehood Day. He 
will lay the foundation 
stone of  the new Raj 
Bhavan building at 
Dona Paula near here 

within the existing 
complex,” Sawant told 
reporters on Friday.

During the event, all 

the past chief  ministers 
of  the state or their rep-
resentatives, will be fe-
licitated, he said.

Several other people 
from different fields, 
will also be felicitated 
by Kovind on the occa-
sion, the chief  minister 
said, adding that the 
new Raj Bhavan build-
ing would be construct-
ed by the state Public 
Works Department and 
it would be ready with-
in a year, he added.

President Ram Nath Kovind

 COURTESY MEET...
Samajwadi Party 
Chief Akhilesh 
Yadav being greeted 
by Telangana 
Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekar Rao 
during a meeting at 
the latter’s residence, 
in New Delhi on  
Saturday. Both the 
leaders discussed 
various issues 
concerning the 
country during their 
meeting. 
 —PHOTO BY PTI 

Azad: Tourism 
boom in J&K due 
to scorching heat
 Jammu (PTI): Veteran 
Congress leader Ghu-
lam Nabi Azad said the 
current tourism boom 
in J&K is due to the ris-
ing temperature in the 
rest of  the country and 
not because of  any im-
proved situation in the 
Union territory. Azad 
made the assertion, re-
iterating his stand on 
Delimitation Commis-
sion report, saying that 
tailor-made report is in 
contradiction with 
ground realities.

New Delhi (PTI): Kar-
nataka Chief  Minister 
Basavaraj Bommai on 
Saturday said he dis-
cussed with Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah over phone the list 
of  probable candidates 
for Rajya Sabha seats 
from the state and for 
the Legislative Council.

Bommai, who is in 
the national capital for 
the second time in less 

than 10 days, also said 
he had a detailed dis-
cussion on the list of  
candidates with the 
party’s in-charge for 

Karnataka Arun Singh.
“I came to Delhi yes-

terday evening. I had 
plans to meet Amit 
Shah ji. Due to his ur-
gent engagement, I 
could talk to him over 
the phone last night. I 
discussed & shared 
with him list of  proba-
ble candidates for RS 
seats from the state and 
for the Legislative 
Council polls,” he said.

K’taka CM discusses with Shah over 
phone about candidates for RS Polls 

J&K Cong to hold its own 
‘chintan shivir’ in Patnitop 
Jammu (PTI): Jammu 
and Kashmir Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
president G A Mir on 
Saturday said a two-day 
meet will be held next 
month to discuss the 
strategy to strengthen 
the party in the Union 
Territory. Mir made  an-
nouncement at a meet-
ing held at the party 
headquarters here to 
pay tributes to former 
Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi on his 31st 
death anniversary, a 
party spokesperson 

said.
Senior AICC leader 

and ex- CM  Ghulam 
Nabi Azad also attend-
ed the meeting amid 
reports that he would 
get a key role ahead of  
the next assembly polls 
likely to be held later 
this year. Azad’s sup-
porters including many 
ex- ministers & legisla-
tors have, in past, voiced 
resentments against 
Mir, seeking his remov-
al besides making Azad 
the party chief  ministe-
rial candidate in J&K.

CALCUTTA HC ORDERS CBI, NIA PROBE 
Kolkata: Two women in 
West Bengal’s Malda 
have filed a special leave 
petition in Calcutta HC, 
alleging forced religious 
conversion of  their hus-
bands.According to the 
petition, their husbands 
went missing on Novem-
ber 24 last year. When 
the women went to file a 
complaint at the police 
station, a civic volunteer 
tore up the complaint 
and said that both their 
husbands had converted 
to Islam. Subsequently, 

they lodged a complaint 
with the superintendent 
of  Malda but he also did 
not take any action, the 
women alleged.

Petitioners are sis-

ters and their respec-
tive husbands are 
brothers. Both men 
worked for a political 
party that had lost re-
cent Assembly polls.

Calcutta High Court —FILE PHOTO

RTI used as 
weapon fudge  
reply sheets
Kolkata(PTI): A supervi-
sory panel without basis 
in law, the use of RTI as 
a ‘weapon’ to procure 
answer sheets in SSC 
exam & increase marks 
of candidates to ma-
nipulate ranks, issuing 
fake recommendation 
& appointment letters 
carrying forged signs, & 
physical destruction of 
OMR (answer) sheets. 

CBI to quizz  
ex- WB Minister 
next week
Kolkata (IANS): The CBI 
investigating the West 
Bengal School Service 
Commission (WBSSC) 
recruitment scam is all set 
to interrogate former state 
education minister & TMC 
Secy Gen Partha Chat-
terjee with a fresh set of 
questions next week again 
probably on May 24.

CBI quizzes 
minister for 
third day 
Kolkata ANI: WB Min-
ister Paresh Adhikary 
was questioned for the 
third consecutive day on 
Saturday in connection 
with an alleged teach-
ers recruitment scam.
Adhikary is allegedly 
involved in illegal 
recruitments made 
to government-aided 
schools on the SSC’s 
recommendations.

Rahul Gandhi harming India in his 
hate against PM Modi: BJP

Rajiv Gandhi assassination:  Cong hurt  
with convict’s release celebrations

New Delhi (PTI): BJP spokesperson Gaurav 
Bhatia launched a sharp attack on Congress 
leader for his remarks at a conference in London 
where Gandhi accused the ruling party of spread-
ing “kerosene all over the country, you need one 
spark and we will be in big trouble”. In his fierce 
hate against PM Modi, he has been making com-
ments against India, the BJP leader told media. 

Chennai(ANI): On 31st death anniversary of 
former PM Rajiv Gandhi, Tamil Nadu Congress 
President KS Azhagiri expressed pain over 
the release of Rajiv Gandhi assassination case 
convict AG Perarivalan & said “People celebrating 
the release of Rajiv Gandhi killers (Perarivalan) is 
hurting us and making us sorrow. I pray to God 
to give knowledge to the few celebrating now.”

More about 
confidence, 

Jaishankar on  
Rahul barb

New Delhi: EAM S 
Jaishankar took to 

Twitter to challenge 
Congress leader 

Rahul Gandhi’s as-
sertion while partici-
pating in the “Ideas 

for India” confer-
ence in London that 

Indian diplomats had 
become “arrogant”, 

saying they had 
instead become 

confident.

PM Modi pays 
tributes to Rajiv 
Gandhi on 
death anniv 
New Delhi: Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi paid tribute 
to former Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gan-
dhi on his death 
anniversary on 
Saturday.PM Modi 
tweeted, “On his 
death anniversary, 
paying tributes to 
our former Prime 
Minister Shri Rajiv 
Gandhi.”

BJP’s “deep 
state” chewing 
India: RaGa
New Delhi (PTI): The 
“deep state” in India is 
“chewing” the Indian 
state much like in Paki-
stan, Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi has said 
in a frontal attack on 
the Modi government, 
provoking a predictable 
backlash Saturday from 
the ruling party which 
branded him a “part-
time, immature, unsuc-
cessful leader” who be-
trayed the country with 
his remarks made on 
foreign soil.

During an interactive 
session at ‘Ideas for In-
dia’ conference in Lon-
don, Gandhi not only 
mounted a scathing at-
tack on BJP govt but 
also extended an olive 
branch to regional par-
ties who he had angered 
with his comment that 
they were not capable 
of  taking on the saffron 
party for want of  ideol-
ogy.  Gandhi said the 
soul of  India is under 
attack from the BJP and 
“A soul without a voice 
means nothing and 
what has happened is 
that India’s voice has 
been crushed”.

FORCED RELIGIOUS CONVERSION IN BENGAL

Sanjay Raut

—PHOTO BY PTI —PHOTO BY PTI



Nagpur: Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray on Saturday announced an assistance 
of Rs 5 lakh each to the families of nine persons 
who were killed in an accident in Chandrapur 
district. Nine men were charred to death in a 
fire that broke out after a collision between a 
diesel-laden tanker and a truck carrying wood 
on Chandrapur-Mul Road on the outskirts of 
Chandrapur city on Thursday night.Thackeray 
expressed grief over the incident and announced 
Rs 5 lakh each for families of victims from the 
CM’s Relief Fund. A tanker loaded with diesel 
collided with a truck transporting logs of wood 
close near Chandrapur. 

CHANDRAPUR MISHAP: CM UDDHAV 
DECLARES FINANCIAL AID OF `5L TO KIN
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Sharat K Verma

New Delhi: Elections 
have been announced 
for 57 Rajya Sabha seats. 
Elections are to be held 
on these seats on June 
10 next month and it is 
being claimed that BJP 
seats will increase in 
the Upper House. It is 
also being said that af-
ter the Lok Sabha, the 
BJP is now moving to-
wards a majority in the 
Rajya Sabha as well. 
However, there is no in-
crease in BJP’s seats 
under normal circum-
stances. Its number of  
seats will remain the 
same as before or there 
will be a decrease of  one 

seat in it. Yes, if  the BJP 
nominates such people 
on all the seven vacant 
seats of  the nominated 
category, who declare 
themselves as members 
of  the BJP as soon as 
they take oath, then the 
BJP will have the advan-
tage of  three seats. Four 
of  the seven retired MPs 
were members of  the 
BJP and Mary Kom, 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji 
and Narendra Jadhav 
kept themselves inde-
pendent.

Among the states 
where Rajya Sabha elec-
tions are to be held, the 
BJP will have the advan-
tage of  only three seats 
in Uttar Pradesh, but it 

will have to bear the loss 
of  seats in Rajasthan, 
Andhra Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh, Maharashtra, 
Jharkhand and Telan-
gana. In Uttar Pradesh, 

11 seats are falling va-
cant, out of  which five 
seats belong to the BJP 
and it will get three ad-
ditional seats this time. 
In this way, the party 

will have the advantage 
of  three seats in Uttar 
Pradesh. Apart from 
this, BJP will have the 
advantage of  one seat in 
Uttarakhand, where 

Pradeep Tamta of  Con-
gress is retiring. Apart 
from these four seats, 
the BJP has no advan-
tage in any state.

The BJP will suffer 
the maximum loss of  
three seats each in Ra-
jasthan and Andhra 
Pradesh. All the four 
seats falling vacant in 
Rajasthan belong to the 
BJP. According to the 
position of  the parties 
in the assembly, this 
time the Congress can 
win three seats. The 
Congress-led govern-
ment has 125 MLAs and 
needs 41 votes to win a 
seat. Meanwhile, four 
seats are falling vacant 
in Andhra Pradesh, out 

of  which three seats are 
of  BJP. This time all the 
four seats will go to the 
account of  YSR Con-
gress. Three out of  six 
seats falling vacant in 
Maharashtra belong to 
the BJP, but this time it 
will be able to win only 
two seats and will lose 
one seat.

Of  the two seats fall-
ing vacant in Chhattis-
garh, one seat belongs 
to the BJP but it will not 
be able to win a single 
seat this time rather 
will lose one seat. Two 
seats are falling vacant 
in Jharkhand, out of  
which BJP will be able 
to win only one seat this 
time. So, there will also 

be a loss of  one seat. 
Apart from these, in the 
states where elections 
are held, the number of  
BJP seats in Bihar, Ma-
harashtra, Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh and 
Haryana will remain 
constant. That is, the 
more people who retire, 
the more people will 
come back again. In this 
way, BJP is gaining four 
seats in two states and 
losing nine seats in five 
states. Even if  we add 
the advantage of  three 
seats in the nominated 
category, the gain is 
seven and the loss is 
nine. So, BJP’s seats are 
going to remain fixed at 
one hundred only.

No more ‘achhe din’ for BJP as its RS strength set to decline! 

Will never forget interaction 
with our champions, says PM

PM MODI HOSTS INDIA’S DEAFLYMPICS STARS

The Indian contingent returned home from Brazil 
with their best-ever medal tally-16
New Delhi (PTI): 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Saturday 
hosted India’s Deaflym-
pics contingent which 
produced its best-ever 
performance in the 
event held in Caxias do 
Sul, Brazil, from May 1 
to 15.

During his interac-
tion with the athletes, 
Modi said the athletes 
have brought pride and 
glory to the nation.

“I will never forget 
the interaction with our 
champions who have 
brought pride and glory 
for India at the Deaf-
lympics. The athletes 
shared their experienc-
es and I could see the 
passion and determina-
tion in them. My best 
wishes to all of  them,” 

Modi tweeted after host-
ing the athletes at his 
official residence. “It is 
due to our champions 
that time’s Deaflympics 

have been the best for 
India!” The event was 
alo attended by Sports 
Minister Anurag 
Thakur. For the first 

time, the Indian Deaf-
lympics team finished 
amongst the top 10 na-
tions in the event with 
16 medals. 

During his interaction with the athletes, Modi said 
the athletes have brought pride & glory to the nation

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his interaction with Indian Deaflympics contingent, in New 
Delhi. Union Minister for Youth Affairs & Sports Anurag Thakur is also seen.  —PHOTO BY PTI

PM Modi likely 
to meet new 
Australian PM 
in Tokyo
New Delhi (ANI): At 
the upcoming Quad 
Summit in Japan on 
May 24, PM Modi is 
expected to hold a 
bilateral meeting with 
his new Austral-
ian counterpart. 
Foreign Secretary 
Vinay Mohan Kwatra 
said: “Elections 
are being held in 
Australia today, the 
next Australian PM is 
likely to attend QUAD 
Summit. PM  Modi 
is likely to meet the 
new leader in Tokyo.” 

‘PM Modi ended differences 
between Northeast & Delhi’ 

Tirap: Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on 
Saturday lauded PM 
Modi for ‘ending the dif-
ferences between 
Northeast and Delhi’ 
while addressing the 
Golden Jubilee celebra-
tion of  the Ramakrish-
na Mission in 
Arunachal Pradesh’s 
Tirap district. Shah 
also praised the prime 
minister for ‘paying at-
tention and giving im-
portance to the lan-
guages of  the North-
east.’

“During 2014-2022, 
PM Modi has ended dif-
ferences between north 
east& Delhi. No one 
cared about the lan-
guages of  the northeast 
but PM has given im-
portance to them,” 

Shah said.
Union Home Minis-

ter Amit Shah is on a 
two-day visit to 
Arunachal Pradesh. He 

is set to attend various 
programmes, inaugu-
rate many development 
projects in Northeast-
ern state, ITBP & SSB. 

Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah 
is on a two-day 
visit to Arunachal 
Pradesh

MHA RECONSTITUTES STANDING 
COMMITTEE OF INTER-STATE COUNCIL
New Delhi, (Agencies): 
(MHA) has reconsti-
tuted the Standing 
Committee of Inter-
State Council with 13 
members. According 
to a gazette notification 
issued, MHA took the 
step with notification of 
Inter-State Council Sec-
retariat dated August 9, 
2019 and the approval 

of PM &Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, 4 
additional members- 
Finance Min Nirmala 
Sitharaman, Agriculture 
Min Narendra Singh 
Tomar, Social Justice 
& Empowerment Min 
Virendra Kumar, Jal 
Shakti Min Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat are 
incleuded in panel. 

India sends another 40,000 metric 
tonnes of Diesel to crisis-hit Sri Lanka 
Colombo: India on Sat-
urday provided another 
40,000 metric tonnes of  
diesel to Sri Lanka un-
der the credit line facil-
ity to the island nation 
which is grappling with 
its worst economic cri-
sis.

Last month, India ex-
tended an additional 
$500 million credit line 
to help Sri Lanka im-
port fuel as the country 
has been struggling to 
pay for imports after its 
foreign exchange re-
serves plummeted 
sharply in recent times, 
causing a devaluation 

of  its currency and spi-
ralling inflation.

“Pumping diesel into 

#SriLanka!!! Another 
40,000 MT consignment 
of  diesel under the cred-

it line from #India 
reached #Colombo to-
day,” India’s High Com-
mission said on Twitter.

On Friday, the mis-
sion here said that an 
Indian ship laden with 
urgent relief  supplies 
like rice, medicines and 
milk powder for the peo-
ple of  crisis-hit Sri Lan-
ka is scheduled to reach 
Colombo on Sunday.

Tamil Nadu Chief  
Minister M K Stalin 
flagged off  the ship lad-
en with relief  supplies, 
the first to be dispatched 
to Sri Lanka, from 
Chennai on Wednesday.

Last month, India extended an additional $500 million credit line 
to help Sri Lanka import fuel. 

New Delhi (ANI): The National Eligibility cum 
Entrance Test Post Graduate (NEET) 2022 was held  
as per schedule in 849 centres across 267 cities. 
A total of 2,06,301 candidates 
took the test, informed Health 
Ministry.The exam comes after 
a month of speculation, court 
plea and demands for post-
ponement of NEET PG 2022. 
The examination was held at all centres smoothly.
More than 1,700 invigilators were appointed by 
NBEMS for appraising the conduct of examinations. 

Bengaluru: In a significant move, the Karnataka 
government has reserved 33 per cent for out-
sourced women employees in all the departments.
Chief Secretary P Ravikumar issued a circular in this 
regard. At present, out of 7.2 lakh sanctioned posts 
in Karnataka with 4.6 lakh employees, there are 
1.5 lakh outsourced staff. So now, at 50,000 posts 
will be reserved for women employees. As per the 
circular, the state government recruits data entry 
operators, housekeeping staff and other group D 
employees, drivers through outsourcing. 

NEET PG 2022: OVER 2 LAKH CANDIDATES 
APPEAR FOR MEDICAL EXAM 

KARNATAKA RESERVES 33% QUOTA FOR 
WOMEN IN OUTSOURCED GOVT JOBS

CRUCIAL READ

India poised for becoming a global 
Bio-manufacturing Hub: Union Min
New Delhi:  In keeping 
with the spirit of  “One 
Nation,One Portal”, Un-
ion MoS (IC) Ministry 
of  Science & Technolo-
gy; Minister of  State 
(IC) Ministry of  Earth 
Science; MoS of  PMO 
and Ministry of  Person-
nel, Public Grievances 
& Pensions, Dr Jitendra 
Singh launched Single 
National Portal for Bio-
tech researchers and 
StartUps (BioRRAP).  
Dr Jitendra Singh said, 

India is poised to be-
come a Global Bio-man-
ufacturing Hub and will 

figure among the top 5 
countries of  the world 
by 2025.

Let’s make clean air a 
participative mission: 
Union Minister Yadav 
New Delhi:  It is time to 
launch “Clean Air For 
All” movement a par-
ticipative mission, said 
Union Minister for En-
vironment, Forest & 
Climate Change,  
Bhupender Yadav on 
Saturday.

The Minister said 
that the efforts to im-
prove air quality have 
shown positive trends 
in achievement of  bet-
ter air in cities across 
the country. “But if  we 
wish to achieve what we 
aspire for, a ‘Jan 

Bhagidari’ or participa-
tive governance holds 
the key,” he said. Yadav 
was inaugurating the 
sensitisation-cum-re-
view workshop – Na-
tional Clean Air Pro-
gramme in Chennai.

Air Marshal Patnaik 
inspects Air force 
station in Laitkor 
Shillong (ANI): East-
ern Air Commander 
Air Marshal DK Pat-
naik on Saturday visit-
ed the Air Force Sta-
tion, Laitkor Peak on an 
inspection visit and 
was briefed on the op-
erational potential and 
the warfighting capaci-
ty of  the base. He also 
inspected various sec-
tions of  station and 
took a census of  ongo-
ing works, according to 
PRO Defence, Shillong.

Jitendra Singh launches the Biological Research Regulatory 
Approval Portal (BioRRAP) at New Delhi on Saturday.

Covid-19: India logs 2,323 
new cases, 25  deaths: Govt
New Delhi: India’s 
COVID-19 tally in-
creased to 4,31,34,145 
today with 2,323 fresh 
infections, while the 
number of  active cases 
came down to 14,996, ac-
cording to Union health 
ministry data.

The number of  
deaths climbed to 
5,24,348 with 25 fatali-
ties, the data updated at 
8 am stated.

The active cases com-
prise 0.03 per cent of  
the total infections. The 

national COVID-19 re-
covery rate was record-
ed at 98.75 per cent, the 
ministry said.

A decrease of  48 cas-
es has been recorded in 
the active COVID-19 
caseload in a span of  24 
hours. The daily posi-
tivity rate was recorded 
at 0.47 per cent and the 
weekly positivity rate 
was recorded at 0.51 per 
cent, the ministry said.

The number of  peo-
ple who have recuper-
ated is 4,25,94,801. 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah during the Golden Jubilee 
Celebrations of Ramakrishna Mission, in Deomali on Saturday.

—PHOTO BY PTI 
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New Delhi (Agencies): 
Global equity markets 
rebounded after the S&P 
500 pared losses that 
briefly took it into bear 
market territory, and 
the dollar gained on Fri-
day, as investor unease 
about Federal Reserve 
policy tightening to 
curb inflation kindled 
fears of  a recession.

Shares rebounded 
earlier in Europe and 
Asia after China cut a 
key lending benchmark 
to bolster its weakening 
economy, helping ini-
tially to drive gains on 
Wall Street.

China cut its prime 
rate for five-year loans, 

which influences mort-
gage prices, by 15 basis 
points in a reduction that 
was sharper than expect-
ed as authorities seek to 
cushion the impact of  an 
economic slowdown.

While a late-day rally 
stopped the S&P 500 from 

confirming a bear mar-
ket, the gloom on Wall 
Street led the benchmark 
to fall for the seventh 
consecutive week, an 
event that has occurred 
only five times since 
1928, according to S&P 
Dow Jones Indices.

How long the down-
draft in equities lasts 
will depend on when in-
flation breaks, said Peter 
Tuz, president of  Chase 
Investment Counsel in 
Charlottesville, Virginia.

“What really flum-
moxed investors this 

week, myself  included, 
is when you have the 
types of  companies that 
typically do well in eco-
nomic softness, do ter-
ribly,” Tuz said, refer-
ring to poor earnings 
results at Walmart Inc 
and Target Corp.

Dollar gains as investors turn risk-averse

Some SpiceJet 
flights held up 
at Delhi airport

New Delhi (Agen-
cies): Some fl ights 
of low-cost carri-
er, SpiceJet were 
held up at the Delhi 
airport for some time 
as there was a delay 
in daily payment 
by the airline to the 
Airports Authority of 
India, sources said. 
According to the air-
line’s spokesperson, 
the delay in making 
daily payment was 
due to a software 
glitch and the fl ights 
started operating 
normally once it was 
resolved. “Due to a 
technical glitch in 
SAP, the automatic 
daily payment could 
not be processed.

Indiabulls Q4 
net up 11.23%, 
FY22 net dips

New Delhi (Agen-
cies): Indiabulls 
Housing Finance 
Ltd’s net profi t rose 
by 11.23 per cent 
to Rs 307 crore for 
the fourth quarter 
ended March 2022 
(Q4FY22) from Rs 
276 crore in Q4FY21.
However, for FY22 
its net profi t 
dipped to Rs 1,178 
crore from Rs 1,202 
crore in FY21. Its 
stock closed 3.48 
per cent higher at 
Rs 120.3 per share 
on BSE. Its income 
from operations fell 
to Rs 2,189 crore 
in Q4FY22 from 
Rs 2,372 crore in 
Q4FY21. 

Musk’s $44 bn 
deal for Twitter 
Proceeding
New Delhi (Agen-
cies): Twitter Inc 
executives told 
staff that Tesla Inc 
Chief Executive 
Elon Musk’s USD 
44-billion deal was 
proceeding as ex-
pected and would not 
renegotiate the offer 
price, Bloomberg 
News reporter tweet-
ed on Thursday. Twit-
ter and Tesla did not 
immediately respond 
to Reuters requests 
for comment. Earlier, 
Elon Musk clinched 
a deal to buy Twitter 
for USD 44 billion 
cash in a transaction 
that will shift control 
of the social media 
platform populated 
by millions of users 
and global leaders to 
the world’s richest 
person.

CNG price 
hiked by `2 
per kg

New Delhi (PTI): The 
price of CNG in Delhi 
on Saturday was 
hiked by Rs 2 per 
kg, the 13th increase 
in rates in just over 
two months. CNG in 
the NCT of Delhi now 
costs Rs 75.61 per 
kg, up from Rs 73.61 
per kg, according 
to the information 
posted on the web-
site of IGL -- the fi rm 
which retails CNG 
and piped cooking 
gas in the national 
capital and adjoining 
cities. This is the 
13th increase in price 
since March 7.

IT HAPPENED ONLY 5 TIMES SINCE 1928

RBI surplus transfer lowest in a decade
New Delhi (PTI): The 
Reserve Bank of  India 
(RBI) decided to trans-
fer its FY22 surplus of  
Rs 30,307 crore to the 
government, the lowest 
dividend in ten years, 
which will reflect in 
the Centre’s budgetary 
calculations in FY23. 

Its board decided to 
maintain the contin-
gency risk buffer at 
5.5%.

The dividend is less 
than a third of  the cen-
tral bank’s generous 
transfer of  Rs 99,122 
crore for FY21, which 
was, in fact, based on 
the RBI’s surplus over 
a nine-month period 
through March 2021, as 
it had decided to align 
its fiscal year with that 
of  the government.

Low payout by the 
central bank, partly 
due to its heavy invest-
ments in reverse repo 
operations, will drag 
down the government’s 
budgeted receipts of  
Rs 73,948 crore on ac-
count of  dividends 
from the RBI, state-run 
banks and other finan-
cial institutions in 
FY23, unless surplus 
transfers from other 
entities rise sharply.

In fact, the RBI’s 
transfer would make 
up just 41% of  the 
government’s budget-
ed receipts for FY23, 
against almost 98% of  
the revised estimate 
for FY22.

The drop in the RBI 
dividend comes at an 
inopportune time 

when the Ukraine con-
flict has raised the sub-
sidy payout by the gov-
ernment and threat-
ened its bid to contain 
fiscal deficit at the tar-
geted level of  6.4% in 
FY23, against 6.9% in 
FY22.

Of  course, there are 

still some bright spots. 
State-run banks re-
corded a net profit of  
Rs 48,874 crore in the 
first three quarters of  
FY22, greater than 
that of  Rs 31,820 crore 
in the entire FY21, 
which was the highest 
in five years. 

Given that their cap-
ital adequacy remains 
sound and provision 
coverage has im-
proved, the govern-
ment has a greater 
scope to nudge them to 
cough up much higher 
dividend this fiscal.

However, since the 

government may have 
to spend an estimated 
Rs 1.8 trillion over and 
above the FY23 Budget 
Estimate on fertiliser 
and food subsidies, 
this isn’t a good time 
for a revenue slippage 
on any account. 

Of  course, as fi-

nance secretary TV 
Somanathan said, the 
additional outgo could 
be offset by a steep 
jump in net tax re-
ceipts and higher dis-
investment revenues.

Elevated dividend 
transfer by the RBI, es-
pecially since 2018-19, 
had offered some cush-
ion to the government, 
as it battled an econom-
ic slowdown even be-
fore the pandemic 
spread its tentacles.

Thanks to the Bimal 
Jalan committee, 
which reviewed the 
RBI’s economic capital 
framework (ECF), the 
central bank trans-
ferred an all-time high 
amount of  Rs 1.76 tril-
lion to the government 
in 2018-19 (July-June).

Transfer would make up just 41% of Govt’s budgeted receipts for FY23, against almost 98% of revised estimate for FY22

CAUSE OF DROP

Paytm re-appoints Vijay Shekhar as MD & CEO
New Delhi (PTI): Vijay 
Shekhar Sharma has 
been re-appointed as 
MD & CEO of  digital fi-
nancial services firm 
Paytm. The re-appoint-
ment will last till De-
cember 18, 2027, the fin-
tech company said in a 
stock exchange filing 
on Saturday.

Paytm CFO Madhur 
Deora has been re-ap-
pointed by the compa-
ny’s board as a whole-
time director till May 
19, 2027.

One97 Communica-
tions, which operates 
under Paytm brand, on 
Saturday said it has 
formed a joint venture 
general insurance com-
pany in which it has 
committed to invest Rs 
950 crore over a period 
of  10 years.

The proposal to set up 
joint venture firm Pay-

tm General Insurance 
Limited (PGIL) was ap-
proved by the board on 
May 20, the company 
said in a regulatory fil-
ing.

Initially, One97 Com-
munications (OCL) will 
hold a 49 per cent stake 
in PGIL while the rest 
51 per cent stake is to be 
owned by OCL’s manag-

ing director Vijay Shek-
har Sharma-led VSS 
Holding Private Limit-
ed (VHPL).

Post the investment, 
Paytm will hold 74 per 
cent stake in PGIL, re-
ducing VHPL’s stake in 
the company to 26 per 
cent.

The decision of  Pay-
tm board came after its 
group firm’s transac-
tion into a share pur-
chase agreement to ac-
quire Raheja QBE Gen-
eral Insurance Compa-
ny Limited did not con-
summate within stipu-
lated time frame.

Paytm on Friday re-
ported widening of  its 
consolidated loss to Rs 
761.4 crore for the quar-
ter ended March 2022 on 
account of  rise in pay-
ment processing charg-
es and employees bene-
fit expenses.

THE BACKDROP OF THE DECISION

Goyal to lead Indian 
delegation at WEF
New Delhi (PTI): Com-
merce Minister Piyush 
Goyal will lead the Indi-
an team at the World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF) in 
Davos from May 22 to 26.

The annual meet of  
the WEF, a Geneva-
based international or-
ganisation working to-
wards an array of  glob-
al issues, will take place 
in a physical form for 
the first time since Jan-
uary 2020. Last year, the 
event took place virtu-
ally given the pandemic 
situation. The WEF, 
which was to be held 
earlier this year, was 
delayed to May due to 
the spread of  the Omi-
cron variant.

The Indian govern-
ment’s delegation will 
include Mansukhlal 
Mandaviya, minister of  

health and family wel-
fare, chemicals and fer-
tilisers, and Hardeep 
Singh Puri, minister for 
petroleum and natural 
gas, housing and urban 
affairs. Chief  ministers 
and senior ministers of  
six states — Madhya 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Andhra Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Karnataka and 
Telangana — will also 
be part of  the delega-
tion along with senior 
officials.

New Delhi (Agen-
cies): IDBI Bank has 
entered into a share 
purchase agreement 
with Ageas Insur-
ance International, 
wherein the bank is 
looking to sell its re-
maining stake of  25 
per cent in private 
sector life insurer 
Ageas Federal Life 
Insurance for Rs 580 
crore, making Ageas 
one of  the few foreign 
insurers to raise its 
stake in its Indian in-
surance joint venture 
to 74 per cent, after 
the government 
raised the FDI cap in 
the insurance sector.

“In continuation of  
the bank’s disclosure 
dated March 29, 2022, 
we hereby inform you 
that IDBI Bank has 
entered a share pur-
chase agreement 
(SPA) with Ageas In-
surance Internation-
al NV (Buyer) on May 
19, 2022 to sell IDBI 
Bank’s entire stake of  
200,000,000 equity 
shares in Ageas Fed-
eral Life Insurance 
company pursuant to 
exercise of  call op-
tion by Ageas. The 
transaction will be 
concluded subject to 
regulatory approv-
als,” the bank said in 
a notification to the 
exchanges.

IDBI Bank to 
sell 25% 
stake in Ageas 
Federal Life

Semiconductor shortage, commodity 
woes continue to haunt OEMs

New Delhi (Agencies): 
While earlier in 2022, 
auto original equip-
ment manufacturers 
(OEMs) were expecting 
an improved demand & 
supply scenario, the 
turn of  events in the 
last five months means 
they would now need to 
temper their expecta-
tions. Geopolitical 
strifes, Covid-19 resur-
gence have pro-
longed semiconduc-
tor shortages and in-
duced volatility in fuel 
prices, thereby hurting 
demand in the last quar-
ter of  the previous fis-

cal. OEMs have been 
undertaking price hikes 
over the last few months 
owing to the continued 
input cost pressures.

Data shows that 
while domestic sales 
volume increased 
15.7% on a year-on-year 

basis, it saw a drop of  
5% on a monthly basis 
due to the multiple 
price hikes and semi-
conductor shortages.

Exports too fell 5.7% 
on an annual basis due 
to the uptick in oil pric-
es and a supply-side 

crunch as China reels 
from a resurgence in 
Covid cases.

Pune-based auto com-
ponent manufacturer 
Bharat Forge in its Q4 
earnings update earlier 
this week said that sup-
ply chain issues con-
tinue to be widespread 
and are not restricted to 
semiconductors. ”Addi-
tionally, local lock-
downs/ geopolitical 
situation in certain ge-
ographies is negatively 
impacting internation-
ally sourced materials 
and overall causing 
high inflation,” it said.

RINL plant disruption behind wheels 
tender to Chinese company: Officials

Absolutely imperative for 
MSMEs to be digitised: Min

New Delhi (Agen-
cies): A disruption in 
the Rashtriya Ispat Nig-
am Limited (RINL) 
wheel manufacturing 
plant in Raebareli 
forced the Indian Rail-
ways to float a glob-
al tender, which was 
won by a Chinese com-
pany, said officials.

The forged wheel plant 
in Raebareli has a capac-
ity of  100,000 wheels per 
annum, they said. “While 
commercial operations 
of  the plant commenced 
in September 2021, due to 
operational issues, the 
RINL plant is not being 
run as of  now. Regular 
wheel supplies from the 

plant will take some time 
to start,” a senior govern-
ment official told ET on 
condition of  anonymity.

The Indian Railways 
imports about 60,000 
forged wheels per an-
num to meet the re-
quirement of  rolling 
stocks, mainly for Linke 
Hofmann Busch (LHB) 
coaches. These coaches 
are considered safer 
and more comfortable 
than others.

New Delhi (PTI): It is 
absolutely imperative 
for Micro, Small and Me-
dium Enterprises (MS-
MEs) to be digitised in 
order to pursue opportu-
nities presented before 
the country in the post-
COVID world, Union Mi-
nister of  State for Infor-
mation Technology Ra-
jeev Chandrasekhar said 
here on Saturday. 

The Union Minister 
said the Centre is enact-
ing policies and rules, 
and providing incen-
tives to make sure every 
participant of  the econ-
omy gets digitised, in-
cluding MSMEs, which 

are a significant compo-
nent, in the interest of  
the nation.

He said MSMEs are 
at the heart of  India’s 
ambition to become a 
significant player in the 
supply chain rejig as 
well as producer of  dig-
ital and manufactured 
products and services 
for the world.
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ACB GETS 2 DAYS CUSTODY OF SMS 
HOSP FINANCIAL ADVISOR, 3 OTHERS
CRACKDOWN ON SMS: ACB seizes `12.50L cash, other valuables from BB Sharma’s house 
Navin Sharma & 
Vikas Sharma

Jaipur: The financial 
advisor of  SMS Hospi-
tal Brij Bhushan Shar-
ma and three other ac-
cused, arrested by the 
ACB late Friday, were 
remanded to 2 days cus-
tody of  the bureau for 
further questioning.

Meanwhile, on Satur-
day the bureau recov-
ered Rs 12.50 lakh cash 
from house of  Brij 
Bhushan and also found 
FDRs worth Rs 5 lakh 
and gold jewellery worth 
lakhs, said ACB DG 
BL Soni. The bureau 
had arrested Brij 
Bhushan, cashier of  Ra-
jasthan Medical Relief  
Society (RMRS) Ajay 
Sharma, Assistant Ac-
counts Officer Prakash 
Sharma, and RMRS in-
charge Dr Adhokshaj 
Joshi in Rs 15 lakh bribe 
case, had recovered Rs 
50 lakh from the resi-
dence of  Ajay Sharma 
in Jagatpura and used a 
cash counting machine.

DUMMY CURRENCY USED IN SMS TRAP 

ACB finds 450% DA of 
senior accounts officer

ACB team outside Dayma’s house in Ajmer on Saturday.

 Shubham Jain

Ajmer: The Ajmer ACB 
team on Saturday con-
ducted a search opera-
tion at the house of  Sen-
ior Accounts Officer 
Gopal Singh Dayma 
posted as Deputy Direc-
tor in Ajmer Pension De-
partment. The bureau 
filed a case regarding the 
disproportionate assets 
case before the search. 
On the direction of  ACB 
DG BL Soni and ADG 
Dinesh MN, the bureau 
team reached Dayma’s 

residence and found 
property documents of  
15 plots and shops, Rs 3.5 
lakh cash, 100 grams of  
gold ornaments, 850 
gram silver, 10 bank ac-
counts, two bank lock-
ers.Bureau officials are 
currently probing the 
matter and Dayma will 
be questioned for dispro-
portionate assets. The 
action was taken by a 
team led by DSP Rakesh 
Verma.   Meanwhile, the 
administration has 
sealed the RMRS cell of  
the hospital.

Dr Adhokshaj Joshi

Brijbhushan Sharma Prakash Sharma Ajay Sharma

The complainant in-
stalled radiation ther-
apy machine on PPP 
model in SMS hospi-

tal through his private hospital. 
Its payment of about Rs 5 crore 
was pending for a long time for 
which the accused demanded a 
bribe of more than Rs 15L.
 —BL Soni, ACB DGP

Officers directly apprise their ‘pain’ over CS’s marathon meetings!

Gehlot approves `158-cr for 
various projects of farmers
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot on Satur-
day approved several 
financial proposals for 
the benefits of  small 
and marginal farmers, 
an official statement 
said. Under the Ra-
jasthan Protected 
Farming Mission, Ge-
hlot gave his nod to a 
proposal for providing 
Rs 158.96 crore to farm-
ers for setting up poly-
houses, shade net hous-
es, tunnels and plastic 
mulching, it said.

In the proposal, a pro-
vision has been made to 
provide minimum 85 
per cent subsidy for 
shade nets and green-
houses and minimum 
50 per cent subsidy for 
mulching and tunnel.

Gehlot also approved 
a grant of  Rs 125 crore 
to the farmers for in-
stalling 1.25 crore me-
tres of  fencing in the 
next two years under 
the Rajasthan Crop Pro-
tection Scheme.

According to the pro-
vision of  the scheme, if  
the farmer has a mini-
mum of  1.5 hectare of  
agricultural land, 50 
per cent of  the cost of  
the fencing up to 400 
metres or a maximum 
of  Rs 40,000 will be giv-
en by the state govern-
ment.

Honey-trapped jawan caught 
sharing info with Pak agent 
Jodhpur (PTI): An 
Army soldier was ar-
rested for sharing 
confidential and stra-
tegic information 
about the force with 
a woman Pakistani 
agent.

Posted in Jodhpur 
as a gunner, Pradeep 
Kumar was in con-
tact with the woman 
agent of  the Paki-
stani intelligence 
agency, he said, add-
ing that the gunner 
was arrested after 

his movement was 
kept under surveil-
lance for several 
days. It was observed 
that the soldier was 
in contact with the 
Pakistani agent.

State to get new Raj Investment 
Promotion Scheme soon: Arora
First India Bureau 

Jaipur : The state is go-
ing to get the new Ra-
jasthan Investment Pro-
motion Scheme (RIPS) 
soon. Principal Secre-
tary Finance Akhil Aro-
ra held a meeting at the 
Secretariat regarding 
the preparations for 
RIPS-2022. Representa-
tives of  major industri-
al organizations of  the 
state were invited. Aro-

ra sought suggestions 
from the industrialists 
for RIPS-2022. On be-
half  of  Federation of  
Rajasthan Trade and 
Industry (Forty), Exec-

utive President Arun 
Agarwal said that an 
investment subsidy 
scheme on net SGST 
should be started to en-
courage investment in 
the state and reduce the 
cost of  industries. Small 
restaurants and dhabas, 
along with hotels and 
big restaurants that 
were closed during the 
pandemic should also 
get the benefit of  the re-
fund policy of SGST.

Jaipal Poonia 
murder: Shooter 
Ranjit arrested

Denied tea, 
man hacks wife 
to death in Sikar

First India Bureau 

Nagaur: The Nagaur 
police, on Saturday, ar-
rested Ranjit, who shot 
at Jaipal Poonia. 
N a w a n 
police is 
inter ro-
g a t i n g 
the ac-
c u s e d 
shooter, 
who hails 
from Haryana. Nagaur 
SP Ramamurthy said 
that on May 14, BJP 
leader and salt trader 
Jaipal Poonia was shot 
dead in broad daylight. 
In this, five other ac-
cused, including MLA 
Chaudhary’s brother 
Moti Singh Chaudhary 
have been arrested. The 
relatives of  the deceased 
demanded the arrest of  
the shooter and other ac-
cused, including MLA 
Chaudhary.

Nagaur SP Rama-
murthy said that five 
accused, including mas-
termind Moti Singh 
were taken into custody. 
Those absconding will 
also be caught soon. 
Poonia was murdered 
by calling a shooter 
from Haryana. 

Sikar: A man slit his 
wife’s throat with an 
axe after a quarrel over 
brewing tea on Satur-
day in Ringas area of  
Sikar. He then jumped 
into a water tank but 
was pulled out by his 
family members. The 
victim’s brother, Vinod, 
has lodged an FIR of  
torture against in-laws. 
Police said that Dhar-
mendra’s son Shankar-
lal Meena killed his 
wife Pooja (23) by slit-
ting her throat. 

COUPLE DIES BY SUICIDE BY JUMPING 
INTO WELL IN UDAIPUR VILLAGE
Udaipur: Dead bodies of a couple were recovered 
from a well in Udaipur’s Jhallara area on Satur-
day. The deceased have been identifi ed as Pankaj 
Meena and Vinita Meena, both residents of Agdiya 
Seria village in Udaipur. “It is suspected that the 
couple committed suicide by jumping into the 
well. The couple had an affair, but their families 
did not agree to their marriage as they belonged 
to the same village. 

Jodhpur: The Indian Federation of Working Journal-
ists (IFWJ) organised its divisional level conference 
in Jodhpur on Saturday. The chief guest of the 
programme was Vice-Chancellor of Sardar Patel Uni-
versity of Police, Alok Tripathi, while IFWJ President 
Upendra Singh presided over the conference. Mayor 
Kunti Devra, Social worker Raghavendra Mirdha 
and Rajasthani poet Aidan Singh Bhati were special 
guests of the program. Journalists from Jodhpur, 
Jaisalmer, Barmer, Jalore, Sirohi and Pali partici-
pated in this conference and shared their views. 

INDIAN FEDERATION OF WORKING 
JOURNALISTS MEET HELD IN JODHPUR

Nagaur : A youth from Nagaur was 
murdered in Hyderabad on Friday by 
fi ve miscreants who came on two 
bikes and stabbed the youth with 
knives in Begum Bazar there kill-
ing him on the spot, the police said.      
Four persons were on Saturday 
apprehended in this connection. The 
deceased Neeraj (22) has been living 
in Hyderabad for the last several years and has a 
peanut business. Neeraj had a love marriage with a 
local girl about a year ago.     

NAGAUR YOUTH KILLED AFTER LOVE 
MARRIAGE IN HYDERABAD, 4 HELD

NEWS DIGEST

Pradeep Kumar

Ashok Gehlot

Poacher accidentally 
shoots self, dies in Jodh
First India Bureau 

Jodhpur: A poacher 
died after shooting 
himself  accidentally 
in Jodhpur on Friday 
night. The deceased 
has been identified as 
Sawai Ram, a native 
of  Rathkuria village 
in Jodhpur. “The de-
ceased along with his 

aides had gone for 
hunt in Gurjaro Ki 
Dhani, Devnagar. As 
Sawai Ram fired a 
shot, villagers caught 
the poachers,” police 
said. “The deceased 
was caught by villag-
ers. Sawai Ram was 
beaten up and he inci-
dentally pressed gun 
trigger,” police said.

CS HAILS JAIPUR COLLECTOR’S ‘CHUPPI TODO’ 
DRIVE; ASKS OTHERS TO FOLLOW THE MOVE
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Chief  Secre-
tary Usha Sharma on 
Saturday appreciated 
the ‘Chuppi Todo Saya-
ni Bano’ campaign of  
Jaipur Collector and 
directed all the District 
Collectors to further 
strengthen this cam-
paign. Appreciating 
the Anganwadi, Learn 
Ganganagar, Mother 
Shakti Rooms cam-
paigns being run in Sri 

Ganganagar, she di-
rected other districts 
to run the pilot pro-
jects with a better 
strategy. Sharma was 

directing all the Divi-
sional Commissioners 
and District Collectors 
through VC in the Sec-
retariat on Saturday to 

conduct the innova-
tions being run in their 
district better. She di-
rected all the district 
collectors to submit a 
review report of  the 
works done so far by 
submitting a new ac-
tion plan in the next 15 
days. She directed all 
the district collectors 
to conduct women em-
powerment, well-nour-
ished childhood, better 
Anganwadi and Nirogi 
Raj in special form.

CS Usha Sharma talking to divisional commissioners and 
district collectors through VC from Secretariat on Saturday.

2 Jain saints die in road 
mishap; another hurt 

Shiv Prakash Purohit 

Jodhpur: Two Jain 
saints Charan Tilak Vi-
jay Maharaj and Sant 
Chaitanya Tilak Maha-
raj died while another 
was injured when a 
speeding truck  hit 
them on the Jodhpur-
Pali highway at Mogda 
village of  Kudi Bhag-
tasni police station area 
on Saturday morning.

Saint Charan died on 
the spot, while two oth-
ers were taken to AIIMS 
Hosp, where saint  
Chaitanya died during 
treatment. A large num-
ber of  people of  Jain 
society gathered out-
side the hospital. Jain 
saint Charan Tilak Vi-
jay Maharaj, Sant 
Chaitanya Tilak Maha-
raj and Sant Saraswat 

Tilak Maharaj were 
coming from Pali. On 
Friday night, they 
stayed in a factory in 
Mogda, the police said. 

Charan Tilak Vijay Maharaj and Sant Chaitanya Tilak Maharaj who 
died in accident on Saturday. —FILE PHOTO

AshokGehlot
@ Ashokgehlot51

The news of the death 
of Jain Sadhu, Maharaj 
Shree Chaitanya Tilak 
Ji and Maharaj Shree 
Charan Tilak Ji in an 

accident that took place 
in Kudi Bhagtasani area 
in Jodhpur is extremely 

painful. My deepest 
sympathies are with 

the Jain community in 
this diffi cult time, I pray 
to the almighty to give 
them the strength to 

bear this trauma.

Akhil Arora addressing 
industrialists during the meet.

INFANT DIES 
AFTER FATHER 
THROWS HIM OUT
Baran: Marital dis-
cord claimed the life 
of a 10-month-old 
infant as an angry 
father threw him out 
of the window during 
a heated altercation 
between the spouses 
in Kishanganj police 
station area on 
Saturday.

Rajendra Chhabra

Jaipur: It seems that 
majority of  the state 
bureaucracy is finding 
it hard to move at the 
same pace with CS 
Usha Sharma when it 
comes to work. The 
manner in which CS 
has been taking meet-
ings right from Mon-
day to Sunday i.e. all 7 
days of  the week, has 
left the officers ex-
hausted.

Till now Secretaries 
used to talk amongst 
them informally and in 
a hushed tone about 
how they were fed up of  
the marathon meetings, 
but now the secretaries 

have finally gathered 
courage and apprised 
the CS of  their ‘pain’. 
Three days back, CS 
Usha Sharma chaired a 
review meeting of  all 
Secretaries regarding 
budget announcements. 
At the end of  the meet-
ing CS asked if  any 
other subject is left to 
discuss?

On this IAS Kunji Lal 
Meena spoke, “Ma’am, 
we wanted to say that 
you are chairing a lot of  

meetings due to which 
we do not get time to do 
our work.”

Furthering his voice, 
IAS Shikhar Agrawal 
suggested that one day 
should be left out in the 
week so that the offi-
cials can hold meetings. 
On this IAS Anand Ku-
mar stressed that al-
though she can take 
that one day too and 
chair meetings, but at 
least give Sundays to 
the officials and hold no 

meets on that day.
All the Secretaries 

present in the meeting 
were extremely happy 
that their pains have 
been reported to CS. 
However, now it re-
mains to be seen how 
much of  an impact 
does this open discus-
sion of  Secretaries 
have on the CS. But one 
thing is for certain that 
Usha Sharma has 
chaired more meetings 
than any CS has, till 
now. Perhaps another 
aspect of  this request 
is that even the officers 
do not wish to work 
more now and want to 
stay in perpetual ‘re-
laxed mode’.

Ma’am, we wanted to say that 
you are chairing a lot of meetings 
due to which we do not get time to 
do our work. —Kunji Lal Meena, IAS



CHICKEN 
SANDWICH, RAHUL 
AND HARDIK

The politics of  to-
day’s era has re-

duced the fine line be-
tween ‘Nayak’ and 
‘Pratinayak’, even 
though the tradition of  
singing paeans of  one 
‘Nayak’ may be attrib-
uted to a particular 
party, but this tradition 
has been broken in the 
Congress. It is learned 
from the sources that 
when Rahul Gandhi 
had gone to Gujarat 
prior to the Udaipur 
Chintan Shivir, party 
working president 
Hardik Patel had 
reached out to meet him 
at his luxurious hotel in 
Ahmedabad. Patel is 
said to have taken with 
him a special Gujarati 
vegetarian dish pre-
pared at his home for 
Rahul. But even in 
Hardik’s company, Ra-
hul found it more appro-
priate to order chicken 
sandwiches from the 
hotel’s restaurant in-
stead of  Patel’s home 
cooked Guja-
rati cuisine. 
Hardik felt 
bad about 

this. After this, Hardik 
handed over a list of  
about one hundred and 
fifty influential Gujara-
ti people whom he want-
ed to be introduced to 
Rahul. But Rahul ex-
pressed his reluctance 
to meet these people and 
said that he is in a re-
laxed mood now and has 
to return to Delhi the 
next day, so this time it 
will not be possible to 
meet these people. Ra-
hul further told Hardik 
that if  he wanted to in-
troduce these people, he 
can bring them to Delhi. 
Hardik was displeased 
with this, and after leav-
ing the hotel room, he 
angrily told some of  his 
trusted friends, “If  our 

leader does not want to 
come out of  the gyms 
and massage rooms, 
then only God can save 
the Congress.” Howev-
er, Rahul apparently 
learned about this com-
ment by Hardik and was 
stunned. Upon reaching 
Delhi, he complained to 
his mother about 
Hardik and said- ‘This 
man is very rude, we 
will not call him to 
Udaipur.’ Sonia tried to 
pacify Rahul stressing 
that party works on con-
stitution and can not be 
run on whims and fan-

cies. But 
when Rahul 
remained 
a d a m a n t 

on his stand, a decision 
was taken that no work-
ing presidents would be 
called in the Udaipur’s 
Chintan Shivir. But this 
decision of  the high 
command was  criti-
cized everywhere. 
Therefore, in view of  
the growing dissatisfac-
tion in the party, Sonia 
Gandhi has now decid-
ed that ‘very soon the 
party’s mini contempla-
tion camp will be organ-
ized, in which state gov-
ernment ministers from 
Congress-ruled states 
of  Rajasthan and Chhat-
tisgarh, Maharashtra 
and Jharkhand, party’s 
national spokesperson 
etc about 120 leaders in-
cluding working presi-
dents will be invited.

RAHUL GOES TO 
LONDON

Soon after the end of  
Udaipur Chintan 

Shivir, Congress’s re-
splendent ‘star’ Rahul 
Gandhi has reached 
London. He has gone to 
London at the invitation 
of  UK-based think-tank 
‘Bridge India’, where he 

is going to participate in 
the ‘Ideas for India’ con-
ference, and along with 
this  Rahul has also de-
livered a speech at Cam-
bridge University. But 
surprisingly, earlier in 
such international fo-
rums Rahul was called 
as a single speaker, but 
this time the list of  
speakers speaking in 
‘Ideas for India’ is much 
longer. Congress’s Sal-
man Khurshid, Sam 
Pitroda, CPI(M) General 
Secretary Sitaram 
Yechury, RJD President 
Tejashwi Yadav and Ra-
jya Sabha MP Manoj Ku-
mar Jha, TMC’s fire-
brand MP Mahua Moi-
tra and TRS’s KT Rama 

Rao are also going to 
speak in this conference.

PRIYANKA ANGRY 
WITH PRAMOD 
KRISHNAM

During a meeting at 
the Congress’ 

Chintan Shivir at 
Udaipur, Congress lead-
er Pramod Krishnam 
demanded, in a loud 
voice, that Priyanka 
Gandhi should be made 
the new president of  
the party. This demand 
made Priyanka so un-
comfortable that she 
immediately pointed 
her eyes at her col-
league Deepender Hoo-
da. Deepender silenced 
Acharya Pramod and 

said, “we are no one to 
decide the name of  the 
party president, leave 
this decision to the par-
ty and the family.” Af-
ter this, it was Mall-
ikarjun Kharge direct-
ed his anger at Acharya 
Pramod and scolded 
Acharya in a slightly 
loud voice saying, “You 
keep quiet, it is not 
your job to decide this 
nor is it a forum to raise 
such an issue.” After 
the meeting was over, 
Acharya Pramod took 
Sachin Pilot along to 
meet Priyanka. As soon 
as the duo arrived at 
Priyanka’s room, Pri-
yanka could not control 
her anger and she 
scolded Acharya say-
ing, “You need to im-
prove yourself. Do not 
even try to create a 
quarrel in the family. 
You try to publicize out-
side that you are my 
political advisor, today, 
you tell me how many 
of  your messages do I 
reply to?” While Acha-
rya Pramod Krishnam 
stood there without a 
word from his side, it 
was Sachin Pilot who 
handled the matter and 
somehow quelled Pri-
yanka’s anger.

HIMANTA BISWA 
SARMA, THE 
SUPER CM!

These days As-
sam Chief  

Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma is a powerful 
leader in BJP. Recently, 
Mizoram Chief  Minis-
ter Zoramthanga came 
to Delhi to meet PM 
Modi, but due to some 
reason this meeting 
could not take place. 
Then he requested to 
meet the government’s 
number two Amit Shah, 
but Shah was also busy 
and it was only possible 
to talk on the phone. At 
the same time, Sikkim 
CM  Prem Singh Ta-
mang also came to Delhi 
to meet the PM, but he 
could neither meet the 
PM nor the Home Minis-
ter. After this, he also 
narrated his pain to the 
Home Minister on the 
phone. Post this, Shah 
has restored a system for 
all the Chief  Ministers 
of  North-East that Him-
ant Biswa Sarma will 
hold a meeting with the 
Chief  Ministers of  
North East every two 
weeks and convey their 
demands and feelings to 
Delhi, since then Biswa 
Sarma has been called 
the ‘Super 
CM’ of  
t h e 
North-
East.

FIRST INDIA SUNDAY SPECIALBY TRIDIB 
RAMAN

The author is a journalist 
and political commentator 
and views expressed are 
his personal

Stretch your mind with 
experience and you will 
never be the same again.

—Jagdeesh Chandra,
CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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HIMANTA BISWA SARMA

PRIYANKA GANDHIHARDIK PATEL PRAMOD KRISHNAM

RAHUL GANDHI

Naresh Sharma

Jaipur: The Congress 
has no enmity with the 
BJP or Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi but its 
fight is of  ideology, said 
Chief  Minister Ashok 
Gehlot as he urged peo-
ple to back his party in 
next Assembly polls.

Addressing a meet-
ing organised in Kot-
putli town here on the 
arrival of  Congress 
Seva Dal’s “Azadi ki 
Gaurav Yatra”, Gehlot 
said, “This is a fight of  
ideology. We have no en-
mity neither with PM 
Modi nor with the BJP 
or the RSS. There 
should be no politics in 
the name of  religion 
and caste. We have done 
politics of  development 
in Rajasthan. The prom-
ises we made will be 
fulfilled. If  we have 
worked, bring back the 
govt in 2023.” The Con-
gress is a party which 

takes all communities 
along, CM Gehlot said.
“It is a party that takes 
all religions and castes 

along. Today, problems 
in front of  the country 
are huge. People are 
troubled, farmers are 

committing suicide, 
youth are suffering 
from unemployment,” 
the Chief  Minister said.

 COURTESY MEET!

Jagdeesh Chandra met former Chief Minister of 
Chhattisgarh Dr Raman Singh during a courtesy meet 
at the VIP Lounge, Jaipur International Airport on 
Saturday. Jammu and Kashmir BJP State President 
Ravindra Raina and Jaipur MP Ramcharan Bohra 
were also present.

No enmity with BJP-RSS, we 
fight an ideological battle: CM

HAVE FORMED COMMITTEE TO MAKE KOTPUTLI A DIST, ACTION 
WILL BE TAKEN BASED ON REPORT, GEHLOT ASSURES PUBLIC

CM Ashok Gehlot addresses a gathering as Gaurav Yatra reaches 
Kotputli on Saturday. Also seen here are Govind S Dotasra, Lalchand 
Kataria, Rajendra Yadav, Shakuntala Rawat, Tikaram Jully & others.

CM Ashok Gehlot and Govind Singh Dotasra being presented sword 
by Congress workers in Kotputli on Saturday. Shakuntala Rawat, Lal 
Chand Kataria, Dharmendra Rathore and others were present.

Congress 
leaders 
P Chidambaram 
and Sachin 
Pilot pay tribute 
to former 
Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi 
on his death 
anniversary, at 
his memorial 
Vir Bhumi in 
New Delhi on 
Saturday.

BJP wants to 
harvest votes by 
instigating reli-

gious sentiments. Raj 
gave all 25 MPs to BJP, 
but MPs didn’t get job 
done. People should 
make MPs accountable. 
We all should stand 
against wrong policies of 
the Centre. 

—Ashok Gehlot, CM

I GAVE WHAT KOTPUTLI DEMANDED FROM ME, SAYS GEHLOT

If govt changes in 5 yrs, our works will 
remain incomplete, plans get stalled. If 

we have worked for communities and sec-
tions, you should once again form Cong 
govt so that we could fulfi ll our promises,” 
Gehlot said, adding, “I gave what MLAs 

asked for. Gave what Kotputli demanded 
from me, apart from making it a dist. We 
have formed a committee and we will de-
cide after report. We have written letter to 
PM for loan waiver of national banks. We 
are ready to pay the settlement money.”

CM to inaugurate Jaipur’s 
2nd Leopard Safari today

WORLD BIODIVERSITY DAY

 Jaipur will now be the fi rst city 
with 2  leopard safaris

 Over 20 leopards have mi-
grated to Amagarh leopard 
Safari

 Safaris will be in two shifts, 
1st shift: 5.30 am to 8 am 
2nd shift: 4.45 pm to 7.15 pm

Jaipur: CM Gehlot will virtually inaugurate the sec-
ond Leopard Safari at Amagarh in Jaipur from Sun-
day on the occasion of World Biodiversity Day. The 
online booking for the safari has already started.

Jaipur: CM Ashok Gehlot has 
constituted a ‘Chief Minis-
ter’s Advisory Committee’ for 
the all-round development 
of the state. The committee 
headed by the Chief Minister 
has six advisory members 
and one member secretary. 
MLAs Jitendra Singh, Babu-
lal Nagar, Rajkumar Sharma, 
Sanyam Lodha, Ramkesh 
Meena and Danish Abrar 
have been made advisory 
members & secy of General 
Administration Dept has 
been made member secy, 
according to a release. The 
members will visit various 
areas of state from time to 
time to review the implemen-
tation of fl agship programs 
of the state government and 
will give feedback to the CM. 

Jaipur: Chief Minister Gehlot 
will administer the oath to 
the new executives during 
the swearing-in ceremony 
of the Secretariat Employ-
ees Union on Monday. The 
ceremony will be held at 
Secretariat at 5 pm. CS Usha 
Sharma will also be present 
during the event. Kapil Dev is 
the President of Secretariat 
Employees Union.

CM’S ADVISORY 
PANEL TO REVIEW 
IMPLEMENTATION OF 
GOVT SCHEMES IN RAJ

CM TO ADMINISTER 
OATH TO EMPLOYEES 
OF SECRETARIAT 
UNION TOMORROW

No ‘stampede-like’
“But now the fi re has 
started, at least extinguish 
it fi rst. They always set 
fi re and we Congress peo-
ple do the work of extin-
guishing the fi re. People 
will gradually understand 
that for the unity, integ-
rity and development of 
the country, follow the 
policies and programs 
and principles that the 
Congress party has been 
maintaining,” Gehlot said, 
further adding, ‘Right now 
people are excited in the 
name of religion, they are 
talking about Hinduism.’

Yogesh Sharma

Jaipur: CM Ashok Ge-
hlot remembered former 
PM Rajiv Gandhi on his 
death anniversary on Sat-
urday. At a remembrance 
function at PCC HQ, CM 
paid tribute & said that 
21st century’s digital age 
to India, or Panchayati 
Raj powers & many oth-
ers were given by Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

‘Today era of  mobile 
phone, internet, com-
puter, a complete revolu-
tion has happened in-
side country, it was his 
gift. The way he made 

amendments in the con-
stitution and the rights 
which have been given 
to local bodies, Panchay-
ati Raj are in front of  
everyone. Unfortunately, 
there is a conspiracy go-
ing on inside country by 
present govt to forget 
PMs of  previous govts or 
whatever their contribu-
tion was,” CM said. 

On BJP meeting, Ge-
hlot said, ‘ I had told you 
earlier also that their 
leaders have been told 
that if  there is any case 
of  Raj, then you attack 
CM & govt there. Their 
so called 7-8 CM candi-

dates have been told that 
their actions would be 
fully monitored. They 
are so nervous, that’s 
why I told you that their 
prez is coming here.’

Remembering Rajiv Gandhi, Gehlot thrashes BJP’s leadership

CM Ashok Gehlot, Govind S Dotasra, Pratap Singh Khachariyawas, 
Dr Mahesh Joshi, Ashk Ali Tak, Amin Kagzi, Dr Chandrabhan, 
Pukhraj Parashar, Prashant Bairwa, Hemaram Choudhary, Manju 
Sharma, Ram Singh Kaswan, Namo Narain Meena, Brij Kishore 
Sharma, Lokesh Sharma and others during the public meeting on 
death anniversary of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi at PCC 
headquarters on Saturday.  —PHOTO BY SANTOSH SHARMA

FROM PG1…GEHLOT SPEAKS
“I said on Friday, they 
said that no one can 
shake us for 50 years, 
we will rule for 50 years, 
it was said. Suddenly 
from 50 years we have 
come to 25 years? That’s 
why I said on Friday, 
they have falled from 50 
to 25 years and maybe 
tomorrow they will come 
to 5 years,” Gehlot said.

TRIBUTES TO RAJIV GANDHI



elhi’s fashionistas just 
got a reason to party 
and chill in the swelter-
ing heat as the latest 
edition of  Little Tags 
Luxury Presents DANJ 
Delhi Times Fashion 

Week (DTFW), powered by 
Olialia and co-powered by 
Nine Sanitary Napkins and 
kickstarted at Roseate House, 
Aerocity on Saturday.

Jagdeesh Chandra graced 
the occasion as the special 
guest of  the glitz event. The 
three-day fashion extrava-
ganza began with a show by 
designers Viresh Verma, 
Kingshuk Bhaduri and de-
signer Ashfaq Ahmed to 
name a few. The designers 

presented a collection that 
was a blend of  simple silhou-
ettes, fine detailing, and a hint 
of  shimmer. Supermodel Kang-
na Malik walked the ramp and 
won many hearts with her 
ramp walk at a fashion week.  

Designer Kingshuk Bha-
duri displayed a collection 
that emphasised comfort 
while staying stylish. A 
combination of  sharara 
pants with angrakha 
jackets, long flowy dress-
es, fitted trousers and 
sheer shirts for men 
were the highlight of  
the collection. A lot of  
georgettes and jersey 
material were used 
to keep the collec-
tion comfortable.

Talking about 
the collection, 
the designer said 
that she wanted 
to create a Hol-
lywood 40s look 
with some 
classic looks. 
“It was a 
summer col-
lection and 
s u b t l e 

shades were mostly used in 
the line. It was a wonderful 
show. I was very excited to be 
here at DTFW.” Chandni Dev-
gan was the showstopper for 
the designer and donned a 
sequined lehenga in cream 
with thread embroidery. 

Designer duo Vipin Aggar-
wal and Rajdeep Roy put to-
gether a show with a mes-
sage on sustainability. Ele-
gant summer dresses with 
asymmetrical hems, summer 
blazers, shorts and fitted 
shirts and pants for men 
were part of  the collection. 
Print in green and a touch of  
gold was the common feature 
of  the collection. There was 
an added element of  shim-
mer as designer Ashfaque 
Ahmad ended the show with 
his dazzling designs in gold. 
From fitted floor-length 
gowns to glow ones with the 
trail, the collection was 
about easy to wear evening 
wear. Said the designer, “I 
have a simple approach, 
myth that you can wear 
gowns, it was for summer 
parties.” About his asso-
ciation with 
DTFW, Ash-
faque said, “I 
have been as-
sociated with 
DTFW for 
quite some time 
now and each time I enjoy 
this experience.”
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AN AWE-INSPIRING SHOW OF 
SEQUINS & SHIMMER
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Jagdeesh Chandra with Kanggana Malik

Designer Ashfaq Ahmed with modelsDesigner Kinshuk Bhaduri with showstopper Chandani Devgan and Kanggana Malik with other models
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SHREEDA KAUL, Health Coach

ARIES
MAR 21 - APR 20

You are very 
fortunate to have 
a great friend 
circle.  You are 
very generous 
by nature and 
also you are the 
backbone of your 
family. Today is 

a favourable day for business. You may 
postpone your study plans. Be careful of 
the words that come out of your mouth. 
Your lover may fi nally say yes to you.

LIBRA
SEPT 24 - OCTOBER 22

Take stand where 
you need to, don’t 
run in the same 
direction where 
everybody else 
is going. Visit a 
doctor if you have 
any doubts about 
your health. 

Don’t attack stress even if you don’t 
have any. Let go of things that are not in 
your control. You want to have your own 
house and you will work hard.

TAURUS
APR 21 - MAY 20

You must create 
an environment 
of understanding 
at home. You 
need a break 
from day to 
tensions and the 
way to cope up 
with stress is to 

meditate. You will succeed in any sort 
of examination if you put your heart and 
soul to it. Promotion can be expected 
even if other are not.

SCORPIO
OCT 23 - NOVEMBER 22 

Never demotivate 
someone even if 
someone is not 
capable of doing 
something. You 
make sure to 
make things work 
your way. You are 
most wanted by 

your friends. You can have romantic affair 
in offi ce and a serious one. You will invest 
money in clothes and accessories today. 
You are a God fearing person. 

GEMINI 
MAY 21 - JUNE 21

You need help on 
academic front 
and you should 
not shy away 
from asking. 
Your spouse 
may make you 
spend more than 
you expected. 

Fantastic day for investing money in stock 
market as you can make fortune. You 
miss your parents a lot and somewhere 
fear to loose them. 

SAGITTARIUS
NOV 23 - DEC 22

You are 
opportunist and 
this will make you 
successful one 
day. Your spouse 
is someone 
who can do 
anything for your 
happiness. There 

may be delays in property possession 
and it won’t effect you. You are happy 
spending whole day at home. Help your 
mothers at home today.

CANCER
JUNE 22 - JULY 23

Don’t make 
friends for money 
and status rather 
make friends who 
will stick with you 
forever. You care 
about you lover 
but somehow 
hesitate in 

expressing that care. On social front, you 
may have to spend some extra money 
in buying gifts for someone for some 
specifi c occasion. 

CAPRICORN
DEC 23 - JAN 20

Scrumptious 
food is what you 
are craving for 
today. You always 
maintain cordial 
relationship with 
everyone. You 
workout daily 
to keep yourself 

fi t. You may start a side business to earn 
extra money. You are not a jealous kind 
and you feel happy for others. You are a 
very grounded person.

LEO
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23

Best day to 
buy gold and 
silver or any 
precious metal 
for investment 
sake. You love to 
live close to your 
family. You are a 
child at heart and 

never let this child die. You have a big 
heart and you always help someone if you 
can. Video gathering is possible as you 
miss your social circle like anything.

AQUARIUS
JAN 21 - FEB 19

This is the 
best time try 
something new 
with life give 
yourself a new 
purpose. You 
will feel amorous 
towards your 
wife. Work on 

your limitations, there can be no better 
time than this. You have more opposite 
sex friends than the same and you may 
be judged sometimes but don’t care.  

VIRGO
AUG 24 - SEP 23

You are a pro in 
your fi eld and 
none can beat 
you. Female 
scorpios are 
lioness and 
women around 
are often jealous. 
You give tough 

competition to people. Many people 
get inspired by you. You will get special 
treatment from your dear ones. Health 
will be satisfactory.

PISCES
FEB20 - MARCH 20

Boisterous 
behaviour is 
what everyone 
needs right now, 
do whatever 
you can do to 
cheer everyone 
up. You will 
feel fi nancially 

comfortable and infant you are in position 
to invest money in some new venture. 
Your personality will attract many eligible 
bachelors. 

YOUR 
DAY

Horoscope by 
Saurabbh Sachdeva

“LET LIVE...... “LET LIVE...... 
or ABORT ??or ABORT ??RAINU SINGH

singh.rainu@gmail.com

his question, 
creating big-
ger fault lines 
in American 
society, has 
s n ow b a l l e d 
into a raging 

debate. So far, the most 
extreme Pro-choice re-
buttal has come from 
an unexpected source. 
A woman holding up a 
placard in a demon-
stration against the 
likely verdict of  a con-
servative & “Republi-
can” Supreme Court 
Bench: “HE WHO 
HATH NOT A UTERUS 
SHOULD SHUT THE 
F$#KETH UP”, a paro-
dy on Biblical quotes. 
This biting comment is 
against the cynical, un-
progressive lawmak-
ers, ostensibly drawing 
their logic from the 
Christian faith.

The Bible is the foun-
tainhead of  Christian 
morality and speaks 
loudly against Abor-
tion:

“God will not hold 
any blameless for the 
death of  Innocents”

But humanity, hav-
ing evolved for more 
than 2000 years, chal-
lenges that gospel’s 
truth”.

Among the Nine Su-
preme Court Judges, 
conservative ones are 
in a majority now, with 
President Trump hav-
ing appointed 3 judges 
in hot haste in his short 
4-year term. Grabbing 

t h i s 

opportunity, they have 
conspired to excavate a 
50-year old Law, settled 
via the historic 7-2 ver-
dict of  1973, famously 
called ROE V. WADE. 
Upturning that Law 
will be akin to igniting 
powder kegs in an al-
ready divided society. 

The minority Con-
servative supporters of  
the proposed new Law 
on Abortion are sup-
posed to be traditional-
ists. Doesn’t a 50-year-
old practice become a 
tradition too?? 

Having said that, we 
now come to the core 
issue of  PRO-LIFE vs 
PRO-CHOICE.

Who determines the 
exact time when a hu-
man comes into being 

after concep-
tion ??

The dis-
putants on 

b o t h 
sides ad-
v o c a t e 

dif ferent 
stages of  

pregnancy for deter-
mining when it’s mor-
ally right to snuff  out 
Life inside the womb.

Its common knowl-
edge that the moment a 
conception takes place, 
the joint energy of  a 
male & female stirs Life 
inside the womb, lead-
ing to the birth of  a hu-
man. To say that it’s 
only sinful to abort af-
ter 6, 16 or 24 weeks are 
just ruses by unwitting 
opposing sides. 

Some argue that it’s 
the first heartbeat of  
the foetus, happening 
between weeks 5-6 of  
gestation, that is the 
sole criteria to deter-
mine the beginning of  
Life. Others link hu-
man life to mind con-
sciousness. This neural 
integration is said to 
take place between 24-

28 weeks. These are 
conflicting views of  
cold science. What hap-
pens in the warm con-
fines of  the womb are 
unanswered questions 
of  morality, choice and 
survival.

In all this confusion, 
the one proper person 
with the real answer is 
the one bearing life in 
her Uterus: THE 
MOTHER !!

 A Woman, always 
placed on an unequal 
footing, has been devas-
tated by choices thrust 
upon her. Great think-
ers & social reformers 
argued for a woman’s 
right over her body, 
with Guru Nanak fur-
ther raising her status 
to one below God, but 
above man’s.  

Such thoughts did 
set off  an evolution that 

led to sawing off  the 
shackles of  woman’s 
choice on Abortion. 
But unfortunately, hu-
manity may slide back 
if  anti-choice laws are 
enacted again.

America being the 
beacon of  democratic 
values, is looked upon 
by growing democra-
cies for guidance. If  the 
proposed dark law up-
ends a 50-year-old prac-
tice, it will throw a long 
shadow over liberal 
values across the world. 
The right-wingers eve-
rywhere will be quick 
to grab this polarising 
issue and thrust this 
patriarchal system 
upon society.

The Republicans are 
pushing for this obso-
lete idea, not for moral 
values, or even to pro-
tect life, but to turn the 
USA into a theocracy to 
control & punish wom-
en. This debate from 
the right corner is not 
about religious princi-
ples either. It’s about 
accumulating power 
via this political crow-
bar that deals out fear 
and cynically turns 
women against each 
other to minimize their 
collective power. It is 
built on oppression to 
control women’s lives & 
bodies.

Childbirth is a wom-
an’s domain. She bears 
the pain, pleasure and 
hormonal/emotional 
upheaval for long 
months. She knows 
best whether to abort 
or not. There are scores 
of  health, social, finan-
cial, and other reasons 
that may influence her 
decision. It’s a very 
delicate issue, not a cut-
and-dry cookie cutter. 
Please do not shred the 
emotional tapestry of  
the woman, God’s sec-
ond-in-command !! The 
opposite of  Abortion is 
not Motherhood. It is 
Injustice.

T



ETC
www.firstindia.co.in I https://firstindia.co.in/epapers/jaipur I twitter.com/thefirstindia I facebook.com/thefirstindia I instagram.com/thefirstindia JAIPUR | SUNDAY, MAY 22, 2022

13

a j a s t h a n 
H e a l t h c a r e 
Summit and 
Doctor's Award 
was organised 
at Hotel Rama-
da on Wednes-

day, where many promi-
nent doctors and medi-
cal facilities of  the State 
were felicitated with 
distinguished awards.

There were 13 distinct 
awards ranging from 
'Best Tertiary Care Hos-
pital', 'Best Multi-speci-
ality Hospital', to 'Inspir-
ing Icon of  Pharma In-
dustry', 'Appreciation on 
Ayurveda', 'Award for 
excellence and more.

Dr Anchin Kalia, 
Senior Consultant at 
MGH got the 'Award for 
excellence for her tre-
mendous services. On 
the other hand, 'The 
lifetime Achievement 
Award in medicine and 
social service for out-
standing contribution 
to the Health Care Sec-
tor of  Rajasthan went to 
Dr Munawwar Hussain.

The award for 'Best 
Tertiary Care Hospital' 
went to CK Birla Hospi-
tal, RBH-Jaipur while 
the award for 'Best 
Multi-speciality Hospi-
tal' went to Narayana 
Multi-speciality Hospi-
tal, Jaipur.

The summit saw an 
array of  magnificent 
Chief  Guests and Spe-
cial Guests, Prasad Lal 
Meena (Cabinet Minis-
ter, Medical Health 

and Sciences), Dr Shu-
bash Garg (State Min-
ister, Technical Educa-
tion), Mamta Bhupesh 
(Cabinet Minister, 
Women and Child Wel-
fare, Child Rights, 
Planning),  Sanjeev 
Sharma (Director Cum 
Vice Chancellor-Na-
tional Institute of  
Ayurveda, Jaipur), 
and Sudhanshu Ma-
thur (Editor, First In-
dia News Channel.

SALONI KHANDELWAL
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

RAJASTHAN HEALTHCARE SUMMIT & 
DOCTOR'S AWARD BY FIRST INDIA

R
Anchor Shweta Mishra Awasthi

Dr Subash Garg addressing the audience Dr Naresh Somani, Dr Jitendra Phalajani, Dr Kapil of HCG Hospital receiving the award

Parsadi Lal Meena, Dr Subash Garg, KC Bansal and Sudhanshu Mathur Dr Munawwar Hussain with his Family and Friends

Dinesh Mathur recieving Cabinet Minister Mamta Bhupesh

Brijesh Gupta & Manjeet Grover of Fortis Hospital with their award Dr Vikas Gupta of HOH Hair Transplant Clinic with others

Chief Guest Parsadi Lal Meena addressing the audience. 
Also seen are Dr Subash Garg and Sudhanshu Mathur

Dr Vikas Gupta receiving the award. Also seen are Mamta Bhupesh, 
Parsadi Lal Meena, Dr Subash Garg, Sudhanshu Mathur and Dinesh Mathur Dr Munawwar Hussain receiving the Life Time Achievement Award

Dr Alok Jain of Manglam Plus Medicity receiving the award. 
Also seen are Mamta Bhupesh, Parsadi Lal Meena, 
Dr Subash Garg, Sudhanshu Mathur, Dinesh Mathur and Neha Gupta

Bharat Padhar, Dr Rakesh Nagar and 
Punit Chaturvedi of National Institute of Ayurveda receiving the award Dr Suhasani Jain of CK Birla Hospital receiving the award

Deepak, Priya and Zuber from RUBARU Band Kamla Mathur, Surbhi, Aradhya and Anurodh Dr Munawwar Hussain Dr Achin Kalia and Neha Gupta

Dr Naresh Rai, Dinesh, Praroop and Suhas Rai Dr Naresh Rai, Praroop Mathur and Sanjay Mathur Dinesh Sharma, Mohan Sharma, Neeraj Gupta, Adesh Sharma, Neeraj Dhawana and Suni

—
PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARM

A &
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UKESH KIRADOO
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

CITY FIRST

he Rajasthan 
Architecture 
Festival or-
ganised by the 
Indian Insti-
tute of  Archi-
tects – Ra-

jasthan Chapter at Ho-
tel Clarks Amer witness 
its day2 on Saturday. 
The festival began with 
a heritage walk session 
to the walled area of  
Pink City, Jaipur - UN-
ESCO World Heritage 
Site where more than 
200 delegates partici-
pated. The heritage 
walk began from New 
Gate followed by 
Thatheron Ka Ras-
ta, Pandit Shiv 
Deen Ki Haveli, 
Shree Digambar Jain 
Sanghi Ji Ka Mandir, 
Rajasthan School of  
Arts, Harsh Behari 
Temple, Maharaja Girls 
High School, Sarga Soo-
li and ended Maharaja 
Public Library. The fes-
tival witnessed several 

architecture-related 
sessions including Im-
agining A Re-Adaptive 
Future, The Architec-
ture of  Democracy, 
Challenges of  Services 

i n 

Heritage Building and 
Creating Spaces with 
Empathy. Presenting 
the keynote session, 
Dato’ Dr Ken Yeang, TR 
Hamzah & Yeng Sdn 

Bhd, Malaysia men-
tioned that humans are 
the most powerful 
among all species and 
they can change the 
world. According to 

him, nature recovers 
over time and it doesn’t 
care therefore the idea 
is to remake an environ-
ment as a human-made 
ecosystem.

T

DAY 2 RAJASTHAN 
ARCHITECTURE FESTIVAL CITY FIRST 

T
he play ‘Urub-
hangam’ was 
staged by Rang 
Sadhana Thea-

tre Group, in Rangay-
an at Jawahar Kala 
Kendra JKK on Satur-
day. The Sanskrit play 
was written by the 
Mahakavi Bhasa be-
tween the 2nd and 
3rd centuries 
AD and was 
based on the fa-
mous epic Mahab-
harata. The play was 
directed by Vivek Ma-
thur and music direc-
tion was done by Prat-

ish Rawat and Ku-
nal Sharma. The 
central screenplay 
of  this play was the 

same as in the origi-
nal Mahabharata. But 
Bhas changed the for-
mulation of  the story 
by changing some per-

spectives. The varia-
tion in this was that 
while Duryodhana 
was depicted as a vil-
lain in the Mahab-
harata, in the drama 
Urubhangam, he was 
shown to be more hu-
man. 

The play ‘urubhangam’ 
STAGED AT JKK

TOKEN OF RESPECT

SUFI SINGING @ NET-THEAT

Neha Giri, CMD, Rajasthan State Handloom Development Corporation met Governor Kalraj Mishra at 
Raj Bhavan and presented a copy of her book 'Alfaaz' on Saturday. This book, written by IAS Neha 
Giri and IFS Nitin Pramod, contains a collection of poems and poems and is divided into three parts. 
The first part 'Najm' is a collection of poems, containing both Hindi and Urdu languages. The second 
part of the book 'Guftagu' has been written in a poetry-like question-and-answer style. And the 
'lions' are introduced in the last part 'Salaam'. CM Ashok Gehlot had released this book recently.

In the series of programs net-theat, famous qawwal Haji Timmu Gulfam Mushtaq Ali started the 
program by singing the naad of Khwaja Mein. Rajendra Sharma Raju of Net-Theat said that Mushtaq 
Ali sang Amir Khusrau's famous qawwali "Chhap Tilak Sab Chhini Re Tose Naina Mila Ke" along with 
his co-stars and won the admiration of the audience. The program was conducted by R D Agarwal. 

Jaipur District Sub 
Junior and Junior 
Swimming Competition 
were organised at 
Vidyashram School, 
JLN Marg on Saturday. 
Competitions were 
organised for Junior and 
Sub-Junior categories 
for men and women 
competitors. The 
teams were selected 
based on the points 
table prepared for the 
competition. 

Promo launch of 
‘War For Time’

CITY FIRST 

A  poster and 
p r o m o 
launch activ-
ity of  ‘War 

For Time’, Ra-
jasthan’s first and 
National level reality 
show was held on at 
Hype bar & bistro C 
Scheme Jaipur on 
Saturday. During the 
event, the show di-
rector addressed the 
media officials 
and convey the 
details about the 
show process 
and other activi-
ties. DM Production 
house in association 
with Vikas Patel’s 
‘War For Time’ will 
cover 15 cities for the 
audition session. 

In which candi-
dates of  Mr, Miss and 
Mrs category from 

across India will 
participate for the ti-
tle crown. Winners 
will get a cash prize of  
21 Lacs INR, a Golden 
Trophy and a chance 
to act in music video 
albums. This show 
will be available on 
the renowned OTT 
platform. 

—
PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARM

A

CITY FIRST 

R
amji Lal Swar-
nakar Memori-
al Lecture Se-
ries program 

was organised at Ma-
hatma Gandhi Univer-
sity of  Medical Scienc-
es and Technology on 
Saturday. The key-
note speaker of  the 
program was Dr 
Shiv Kumar Sareen, 
Vice-Chancellor, ILBS, 
New Delhi, Padma Vib-
hushan. Speaking on 
the topic Liver Fat and 
Flames the Body, he 
said that a healthy liver 
is a sign of  good health. 

Metabolic syndrome is 
also responsible for dia-
betes, fat deposition in 
the liver and veins, 
blood pressure etc. 
Symptoms of  fatty liver 
can be seen in about a 
quarter of  the popula-
tion in our country. It 
deserves to be taken se-

riously. For this rea-
son, conditions like 
liver cirrhosis, liver 

cancer and liver fail-
ure also come to the 
fore later. Dr ML 
Swarnkar, Founder and 
Chairman, of  Mahatma 
Gandhi Medical Uni-
versity said that every 
year through this oper-

ation, a regular effort is 
being made to update 
the local doctors with 
the technical knowl-
edge and experience of  
eminent doctors of  the 
country. 

On the occasion Dr 
Sudhir Bhandari, Dr 
Sudhir Sachdev, Dr G N 
Saxena, Dr Swati Garg, 
Dr Sandeep Nijhawan, 
Dr Ramesh Ruprai, Dr 
Naimish Mehta, Dr 
Vivek Saraswat, Dr Vi-
nay Kapoor, Dr Sub-
hash Nepalia, Dr Ajay 
Sharma, Dr Anand Na-
gar, Dr Shashwat Sarin 
and Dr Vinay Mahla 
were present.

Ramji Lal Swarnakar 
Memorial Lecture Series

During the event

Pari Patil and 
Mahima Yadav

Khushi Sharma, Ritu Bhisht, Mahima Yadav, 
Mangal Yadav, Dheeraj Gaur, Vikas Patel, 
Pari Patil and Viraj Singh

Governor Kalraj Mishra with Neha Giri

During the event

THE 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF DEEPENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT AND RASAL KANWAR WAS CELEBRATED 
WITH MUCH ENTHUSIASM ON SATURDAY, MAY 21 AT THE JAI MAHAL PALACE, JACOB ROAD, JAIPUR.50 GOLDEN YEARS OF TOGETHERNESS!

—
PHOTOS BY M

UKESH KIRADOO

Navratan Agrawal, Gajendra Rathore, Abhishek Sharma, 
Bhawar Rajveer and Amrish Sharma

CM Ashok Gehlot with (L-R) Balendu Singh Shekhawat, Deependra Singh Shekhawat,
 Rasal Kanwar, Sunita Gehlot, Priyanka and Hemaram Choudhary

Govind Singh Dotasra, Balendu Singh Shekhawat, CP Joshi, 
Deependra Singh Shekhawat, Gajraj Khatana and Geeta Khatana Balendu Singh Shekhawat, Anshu Rathore and Harinetra Singh

—
PHOTOS BY M

UKESH KIRADOO
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